
 
Parks & Public Landscaping  

Advisory Board 
Agenda 

June 7, 2023 
Library Meeting Room 

951 Spruce Street 
6:30 PM 

 
Members of the public are welcome to attend and give comments remotely; 
however, the in-person meeting may continue even if technology issues prevent 
remote participation. 
 

 You can call in to +1 408 638 0968 or 833 548 0282 (Toll Free), Webinar 
ID # 885 1622 9475 

 You can log in via your computer. Please visit the City’s website here to 
link to the meeting: www.louisvilleco.gov/pplab 
 

The Board will accommodate public comments during the meeting. Anyone may 
also email comments to the Board prior to the meeting at 
AMcneal@LouisvilleCO.gov. 
 
I. Call to Order 
II. Roll Call 
III. Approval of Agenda 
IV. Approval of Minutes 
V. Public Comments on Items Not on the Agenda 
VI. Staff Updates 

 Project updates- medians and playgrounds. 
VII. Board Updates 
VIII. Project suggestions – future work plan items 
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IX. Discussion Items for Next Meeting 
X. Adjourn 
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Parks & Public Landscaping 
Advisory Board 

Agenda 
May 3, 2023 

Library Meeting Room 
951 Spruce Street 

6:30 PM 
 

Members of the public are welcome to attend and give comments remotely; 
however, the in-person meeting may continue even if technology issues prevent 
remote participation. 

 
• You can call in to +1 408 638 0968 or 833 548 0282 (Toll Free), Webinar 

ID # 885 1622 9475 
• You can log in via your computer. Please visit the City’s website here to 

link to the meeting: www.louisvilleco.gov/pplab 
 

The Board will accommodate public comments during the meeting. Anyone may 
also email comments to the Board prior to the meeting at 
 AMcneal@LouisvilleCO.gov. 

 
I. Call to Order 
II. Roll Call 
III. Approval of Agenda 
IV. Approval of Minutes 
V. Public Comments on Items Not on the Agenda 
VI. Communication and Outreach- Ginger Cross Senior Marketing Specialist • 

Median Projects 

• GMMP Findings 

• PPLAB- outreach 
 

Persons planning to attend the meeting who need sign language interpretation, translation services, assisted 
listening systems, Braille, taped material, or special transportation, should contact the City Clerk’s Office at 303 
335-4536 or MeredythM@LouisvilleCO.gov. A forty-eight-hour notice is requested. 

 
Si requiere una copia en español de esta publicación o necesita un intérprete durante la reunión, por favor llame a 
la Ciudad al 303.335.4536 o 303.335.4574. 
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City of Louisville 
 

Parks Division 749 Main Street Louisville CO 80027 
303.335.4774 (phone) www.LouisvilleCO.gov 

Parks & Public Landscaping Advisory Board 
Agenda 

April 5, 2023 
Page 2 of 2 

 

VII. Staff Updates 

• Chris Lichty, City Forester- review of Urban Tree Canopy 
management. 

VIII. Board Updates 
IX. City Council Feedback 

• What do you consider to be the purpose and role of your body? Do 
you have any suggestions on changing the role in the future? 

• What have been your greatest successes? What about your 
greatest failures? 

• How is your purpose to develop your annual work plan? How does it 
align with Council’s work plan? 

• If Council will be considering changes, what changes would you 
recommend? 

• Do you feel that your body has been effective or ineffective? Why? 

• City Council has an informal policy of managing meeting time and 
canceling or reducing meeting times when agendas are light. What 
are the practices of your body in regards to agenda development, 
meeting duration, and meeting tempo? 

X. Prioritizing Unfunded Parks Projects- discussion Patricia Rogers 
XI. Discussion Items for Next Meeting 

XII. Adjourn 
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Parks & Public Landscaping 
Advisory Board 
Meeting Minutes 

May 3, 2023 
Library Meeting Room 

951 Spruce Street 
6:30 PM 

 
I. Call to Order – Chairperson Ellen Toon called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m. 

 
II. Roll Call was taken and the following members were present: 

 Board Members Present: Ellen Toon, Laurie Hanford, John Webb, 
Patricia Rogers, Signe Buck, Shannon Mihaly, Cynthia Corne 
Musselwhite (remote) 

 Board Members Absent: None 
 Staff Members Present: Abby McNeal (remote), Chris Lichty (City 

Forester), Ginger Cross (Senior Marketing Specialist) 
 

III. Approval of Agenda 
The agenda was approved by all members. 

 
IV. Approval of Meeting Minutes 

The minutes from the March 1, 2023 meeting were approved as corrected. 
 

V. Public Comments 
No members of the public in attendance. 

 
VI. Communication and Outreach - Ginger Cross Senior Marketing Specialist 

 Calendar in the meeting packet shows annual events 
 Communication 

 Social media campaigns include Nextdoor, Facebook, Instagram 
 Also communicate via website, city newsletter, Rec and 

Senior Center catalog for cross-promotion 
 Public works communications handled by other staff 
 Communication about median projects and other upcoming 

events 
 Page on website discusses how parks and open space are 

funded, what the department does 
 Outreach: Working with PPLAB on Bee City art contest 

 
VII. Staff Updates 

 
Chris Lichty, City Forester: 
Review of Urban Tree Canopy management 

 Chris Lichty has been City Forester for 20 years 
 ~10,000 trees on city-owned property, large portion in natural areas (especially 

on golf course) 
 Native trees from CO include box elders, cottonwoods, willows 
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 Will continue to diversify trees in future (linden, oak, hackberry, catalpa, 
Kentucky coffee, elm) such that if something infects a certain species, 
only wipes out 10% of trees 

 Emerald ash borer (EAB) issues 
 Has been in area since 2013 
 Louisville doesn’t have overwhelming majority of ash 
 City pushed out message about protecting trees early; will help limit damage 
 As City, protecting high value ash (~120 trees) with organic TreeAzin 

insecticide and have had good success with treatments 
 Works by drilling a hole into cambium and placing a capsule with 

insecticide inside the hole 
 Get three years protection per tree with one treatment 

 Cherry and McCaslin trees lost due to EAB 
 EAB has grown a bit but not a lot; we will suffer a few losses in medians to 

north towards Via Appia 
 Trees will be removed and we will replant with other tree species 

 Environment here may be preventing a quick spread of EAB 
 For comparison, Boulder has 90,000 ash trees and Denver has 100,000+ 
 No visible damage from EAB on Ash on Via Appia 

 Understaffing is a concern, slowly adding trees in order to establish trees and be able 
to continue to manage 

 
Marshall Fire 

 Finishing up removal of trees destroyed by fire (~90% complete) 
 Waiting to see if a few trees recover 
 Trees lost 

 Arboretum: lost 25 trees, replaced 12 and may replace another 6+ later this 
year 

 Golf Course: 162 trees removed at golf course 
 This area was already slated for flood control so removal was paid for 

by other organization (not the City) 
 City-wide: additional 104 trees impacted 

 Lots of effort to water and mulch to establish new trees 
 Rough rule: for every inch of caliper, 1 year of establishment with extra 
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maintenance 
 Will take a while to get back to what we had 
 Issue getting trees back into areas lacking irrigation; will have to target certain areas 

and improve irrigation before we plant trees 
 Trees were documented but Parks has been told FEMA does not replace trees; still 

following up on this 
 There is some grant money that we can apply for to help with new trees 
 Motion of approval for a job well done!!! (seconded and all approved) 

 
Arboretum 

 Working on getting posts and signs replaced by trees 
 Will attempt to get some coniferous planted again (lost a few) to provide shelter for 

other trees from wind 
 

Arbor Day 
 Well-attended, trees were installed including new varieties of trees 

 
Upcoming Tax on November Ballot 

 60% of budget for Parks comes from tax 
 
 
 

Abby McNeal, Staff Liaison, Parks Superintendent: 
Medians 

 3 bids, over budget - working through how to value engineer to get closer to budget 
 Will bring to Council in early June 
 Won’t sacrifice tree canopy in median areas 

 
New playground structures 

 Went through bids, looking into project manager 
 Hope to take General Contractor, Project Manager to City Council on May 16th 
 Parks up for revival: Joe Carnival, Meadows, Enclave, Sunflower (“Feature”) 
 Marshall fire impacts: 

 Irrigation and power in 10-14 days at places where we lost those; Xcel needs 
to finish up connections and then will be able to activate 

 Enclave: storm water management project as well (concrete drain) and also trying to 
get playground done at same time 

 Sunflower tree management - can get funding to replace some of those 
 

City Hall Landscape Bed Removed 
 Will have piece of artwork related to Louisville resilience; may lose some pollinator 

garden area to that 
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Arbor Day 
 Participated in Arbor Day planting in Arboretum 

 
Sustainability 

 
 To add to the June meeting: 15-20 meeting minutes to city’s decarbonization plan to 

get public feedback 
 May have some public participation 

 
Grant for new equipment 

 Matching grant from regional air quality group to replace gas equipment with 
battery-operated tools 

 Will place order by June 
 
 
VIII. Board Updates 
Bee City Subcommittee Meeting 

 Talked through work plan items: 
 Replanting Home Landscapes after the Marshall Fire 
 Louisville Farmers Market booth 
 Bee and Pollinator-themed Art Contest for Louisville Elementary School 
 Encourage Pollinator Education at Local Schools 
 Louisville Community Garden outreach 
 Pollinator Houses and Native Plant Seed Strips 
 Policy Initiatives to Consider/Support 

 Subcommittee meeting minutes appended below 
 Patricia created art contest in 2 elementary schools 
 Amy from Butterfly Pavilion has offered a lot of resources for re-landscaping and 

what could be pulled together for a booth at farmer’s market 
 Topics: How do we handle pests, How do we invite more pollinators 

 
No RAB-PPLAB meeting 
Open Government training - next Monday (May 8) evening (required every 2 years) 
Tax task force meetings 

 Additional Sales Tax is a very large portion of funding for parks and open space 
 Some on the task force want a higher tax rate and/or to ask for longer time period 
 Mayor Maloney chairing and City Manager Durbin in attendance as well 
 Company hired to poll the public - closes May 4th 
 Next task force on May 15th to discuss 
 Will come up with wording based off of poll, City Council needs to approve by end of 

June 
 Sales tax - question from people as to how is revenue working these days with loss 
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of big retailers 
 >40% online sales generates sales taxes; don’t anticipate this going down 

 
 

IX. City Council Feedback 
 Will bring this to City Council in June 
 What do you consider to be the purpose and role of your body? 

 Advisory role to Park division, provide community feedback 
 In the event of a homeowner dispute about tree removal, we have final vote 

for appeals 
 Resolution No. 65 Series 2015 when HFAB changed to PPLAB in 2015: 

Section 2 outlines our role: 
 “The Board shall serve in an advisory capacity to City Council on 

matters of interest related to parks and public landscaping within the 
City of Louisville. The board shall have such other advisory 
responsibilities … [as noted A-I].” 

 Bylaws also states duties as well 
 Do you have any suggestions on changing the role in the future? 

 More collaboration across boards and by staff as well so we have a solidified 
goal and plan to prepare for items to present to City Council 

 Staff to help relay concerns between the boards 
 What have been your greatest successes? 

 Playground improvements 
 Bee City 
 Arboretum 
 Parks rating project as input into which parks need attention 
 Input on park signage replacement 
 Input on medians 
 Inputs on priorities 
 Sustainability throughout the parks 

 Reduction in pesticides 
 Mission around education and outreach 

 Bee City is doing that in real-time 
 Continue to provide community outreach 

 What about your greatest failures? 
 Delay in the median project 
 Difficult to say in the past few years if items not addressed were caused by 

budget, pandemic, etc. 
 What is your process to develop your annual work plan? How does it align with 

Council’s work plan? 
 PPLAB develops priorities for year by ranking ideas and taking the top forward 
 Would like more clarity about the City Council work plan 

 Used to have City Council liaison but no longer do and this causes a 
some disconnect 

 Timing could align a bit better 
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 Asked to provide 2023 work plan by end of 2022; didn’t allow new 
members to provide thoughts/input 

 Wasn’t much advance notice in terms of the work plan 
 Could start discussing in autumn and let new members weigh in early 

on 
 City Council doesn’t adopt theirs until late February; the calendar 

alignment was a bit off this year 
 If PPLAB has items this year that are not completed, should find a way to 

connect with Council’s work plan 
 Roll over items year-to-year as decided by PPLAB 

 Goals this year were always part of the packet to still continue to discuss and 
touch on each meeting 

 If Council will be considering changes, what changes would you recommend? 
 Council liaison or attendance at PPLAB meetings when parks are involved in an 

upcoming City Council meeting 
 Do you feel that your body has been effective or ineffective? Why? 

 Effective (see successes) 
 City Council has an informal policy of managing meeting time and canceling or 

reducing meeting times when agendas are light. What are the practices of your body 
in regards to agenda development, meeting duration, and meeting tempo? 

 The frequency of meetings for this this board is appropriate 
 PPLAB keeps agenda balanced and moving 
 In the past, have skipped a meeting based on agenda (April was canceled this 

year) 
 Want everyone to get a chance to speak and weigh in 

 Term limits - don’t feel this is necessary for our board in its advisory capacity 
 

X. Prioritizing Unfunded Parks Projects - Patricia Rogers 
 Dog parks started this discussion 

 Dog parks high on OSAB’s list for a long time 
 How do we develop a concept that is unfunded? How do we balance amongst 

various advisory boards groups? What is the process for pushing these ideas 
forward? 

 How often and how much time do we spend on these low-priority ideas? 
 When talking about work plan, put an addendum or wishlist at the bottom so we 

don’t lose sight of it 
 Then could discuss as we talk about priorities in February 

 Could we start thinking about other properties to characterize requests? 
 Yes, can do as much research as we would want to put forward as much 

detail. 
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 OSAB has priority of acquiring more open space, ours is to see master 
plans (e.g. Cottonwood) move forward 

 See where we are after open space tax - discussion for 
November/December 2023 

 Multiuse + pickleball, collaborative efforts with RAB 
 Could come up with list of unfunded projects - where does PPLAB fall in 

terms of support of collaborative projects 
 Wait on lot specifications until later 

 Next meeting: unfunded wishlist items? 
 
 

XI. Discussion Items for Next Meeting 
 Presentation on City's Decarbonization Plan 
 Addendum of wishlist items 
 Bee City is a Subcommittee of PPLAB 

 Right before this meeting 
 2 bee keepers on committee 

 
 
 

XII. Adjourn – The meeting was adjourned at 8:11 p.m. 
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Parks & Public Landscaping 
Advisory Board 
Meeting Minutes 

March 1, 2023 
Library Meeting Room 

951 Spruce Street 
6:30 PM 

 
Call to Order – Chairperson Ellen Toon called the meeting to order at 6:38 
p.m. 

 
Roll Call was taken and the following members were present: 

 
Board Members Present: Ellen Toon, Laurie Harford, John Webb, Patricia 
Rogers (remote), Cynthia Corne Musselwhite, Signe Maria Buck (remote) 

 
Board Members Absent: Shannon Mihaly 

Staff Members Present: Abby McNeal 

Approval of Agenda – The agenda was approved by all members. 
 

Approval of Meeting Minutes – The minutes from the February 1, 2023 meeting 
were approved as corrected. Members agreed that minutes need not be as 
detailed in the future to allow participation of the Secretary in discussions. 

 
Public Comments - Cindy Bedeell, long time Louisville resident, expressed 
approval of PPLAB agenda focusing on water wise plants in the medians, 
xeriscaping emphasis, and that it is more attractive to see waterwise plants in 
median plantings than gravel. 

 
Staff Updates - 

1. Seven new oak trees were replanted along McCaslin, Cherry and Via 
Appia. 

2. Staff met earlier this evening with Bee City Subcommittee to figure out 
meeting times moving forward, Parks Dept. has ordered five Bee City 

signs, with Bee City USA logo, signs will be moved around city, to 
Arboretum, City Hall Pollinator Flower bed, along replanted prairie 
meadow theme area along side of Community Park pond, Cottonwood 
Park for annual/perennial planting, and at Annett Brand garden, possibly 

 
City of Louisville 
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Parks Division 749 Main Street Louisville CO 80027 
303.335.4774 (phone) www.LouisvilleCO.gov 

Parks & Public Landscaping Advisory Board 
Minutes 

March 1, 2023 
Page 2 of 4 

at Pocket Prairie plantings (checking with Open Space Department). Signs 
will be moving around from time to time, QR reader included, with possible 
placement at South St. underpass in future. City planted 11 Russian sage 
and rudbeckia there, which will be blooming by mid-summer. City Staff 
were excited to pick sign locations. Committee discussion suggested that 
Cleo Murdock Park would be a good place for a Bee City sign in the 
future. 

3. Staff presented an overview of the General Maintenance Management 
Program best management standards and practices, to promote Staff buy 
in at the RAB meeting. 

4. Staff appreciated PPLAB positive feedback on performance. 5. Rec. 
Advisory Board passionate about Tennis Court repairs and maintenance, 
maintenance and improvements at Centennial and Pirates parks, repainting 
pickle ball lines at In Line Skate Rink. 
6. Staff had final review of plant list for median project, Deb Fahey’s 

comments were taken to heart, with review of all heights for corner end 
cap plantings, with above 80% preferences for design choices. 

7. Patricia requested for April meeting: Discuss appropriations for unfunded 
parks projects, Staff will add to agenda, including dog parks. 

8. Zip line in Cottonwood Park waiting on parts, Staff disappointed in delay of 
parts, but Zipline cannot open until parts are safely installed, manufacturer 
is handling the repairs. 

Board Report 
Dog Park 

Susan McEachern and Patricia Rogers are PPLAB and OSAB 
volunteers with OSAB Dog Park Tiger Team 

Joint PPLAB/Recreation Advisory Board 
Rec Advisory Board continuing to meet with PPLAB 

representative Bee City USA Subcommittee 
1. Bee City Committee USA Subcommittee held first meeting this evening. We 

had six new committee members and one City Staff representative. We 
introduced board members, selected Committee Chair, Co-Chair and 
established a rotating Secretary position. Committee discussed salient 
features of the Ethics and Open Meetings portion of the Meeting packet, and 
reviewed Sunshine aspects of Advisory Board Committee Meetings. 

2. John has contacted Laura Rost at Bee City USA office in Portland to discuss 
aspects of Bee City USA Committee activities “on the ground.” 3. Bee City USA 
has a grant program of $1000 for eligible Bee City USA Affiliates to put toward 
replanting native and pollinator friendly plants following catastrophic fire events. 
Additional grants are probably available from other agencies, especially 
Resource Central and Boulder Community Foundation. Community members 
affected by the Marshall fire can apply for 2 free 
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Parks & Public Landscaping Advisory Board 
Minutes 

March 1, 2023 
Page 3 of 4 

“Garden in a Box” plantings available from Resource Central in Boulder. 
Other grants may be available, which Bee City USA Committee is looking 
into. 

4. Bee City Committee outreach to schools: Patricia reported contacts with 
Louisville Elementary, Coal Creek Elementary, and Fireside Elementary 
Schools. Louisville Elementary not much interest at present, but Coal Creek 
and Fireside are interested in working with Bee City programs. John was 
contacted by a friend who has a High School Senior that belongs to the Eco 
Warriors Club at Centaurus. They are planning on making a Pollinator 
Garden at Centaurus. 

5. Bee City USA Committee started a Work Plan, including: 
i. Investigating Grant programs for Pollinator Gardens 
ii. Outreach to Community and Schools 
iii. Integrating with Staff to distribute pollinator friendly and water wise 

plant lists 
iv. Explore having a booth at Taste of Louisville 

6. RAB Reps. Shannon and Patricia acknowledged for their contributions to 
RAB, and former PPLAB member Shelly received a certificate of appreciation 
for her 11 years of service. 

7. Open Space Tax Taskforce: first meeting scheduled for 13th March. Both 
Ellen and Laurie will miss meeting on 13th, PPLAB selected Cynthia as an 
alternate representative. 

8. PPLAB Work Plan focusing on Medians and Entrances: Abby working on 104 
known locations to determine who is responsible for maintenance or where no 
active HOA exists. Accessing laser fiche, list narrowed down to 72 that are 
probably Parks Dept. responsibility. Tier one Design plans “out on the street” in 
April, then Parks Department will start playground renovations 9. No update on 
Master Planning 
10. Working with Project Manager on funding for park signs, five park signs 

identified for replacement. 
11. Question regarding funding for dog park, etc. Are community members 

participating? How do park benches and plaques get funded? Staff answered 
that Memorial benches program are on hold, especially due to concerns that 
OS areas “over benched.” Parks staff will revisit later in 2023. 

Discussion Items for Next Meeting 
• Agendas and meeting notes are due by 3:00 p.m., Tuesday the week 

before PPLAB meeting. 
• PPLAB will host Chris Lichty, City Arborist at May meeting. • 
Bee City USA Subcommittee report. 
• Follow up for consultant report on Parks Dept. communications report – we 

have more parks than many towns our size, can this be integrated into 
Louisville marketing? 

Parks & Public Landscaping Advisory Board 
Minutes 
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March 1, 2023 
Page 4 of 4 

• Louisville City Limits signage, e.g. Exit from 36, coming from Boulder lacks 
Louisville designation, other issues regarding McCaslin signage, Louisville 
entry signage, especially sign on Rt 42 north of Town, Railroad style sign 
too small, hard to read 

• Marshall Fire Pet Memorial? 
• Community Outreach - How far do we go in education outreach to 

community (like median update)? 
• Median report to touch base on timeline, continue oversight as part of our 

work plan. 
 

Adjourn – The meeting was adjourned at 7:44 p.m. 
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Parks & Public Landscaping
Advisory Board

Bee City USA Subcommittee
Agenda

May 3, 2023

Library Small Meeting Room

951 Spruce Street

5:30 to 6:25 PM
Members of the public are welcome to attend in person.  Remote attendance is 
not available at this time. 

The Subcommittee will accommodate public comments during the meeting. 
Anyone may also email comments to the Subcommittee prior to the meeting at 
AMcneal@LouisvilleCO.gov. 

I. Call to Order
Meeting was called to order at 5:44 pm

II. Roll Call 

Roll call was taken and the following members were present:

John Webb, Chair
Josh Cooperman, Sustainability AB
Jean Morgan
Amy Yarger, Butterfly Pavilion (acting Secretary)

18



 
 
Absent: 
 
Abby McNeal (Staff Rep, Remote) 
Susan McEachern (out sick) 
Signe Buck, PPLAB (out, excused) 
Mary Ann Dornfeld, Louisville Horticulturist (excused) 
Ginger Cross, Staff (excused) 
Helen Moshak (out, excused) 
 
Guests: None 
 
 
 

III. Approval of Agenda – The Agenda was approved by all members. Amy 
moved. Josh seconded. All approved. 
 

IV. Approval of minutes – No meeting last month (April).   
 
The minutes from the March 1, 2023, meeting were approved. Josh moved 
and Amy seconded. All approved.  

 
V. Public Comments on Items Not on the Agenda 

 

VI. Agenda Posting Location – action 

______________________________________ 

Persons planning to attend the meeting who need sign language interpretation, translation services, assisted 
listening systems, Braille, taped material, or special transportation, should contact the City Clerk’s Office at 303 
335-4536 or MeredythM@LouisvilleCO.gov. A forty-eight-hour notice is requested. 

Si requiere una copia en español de esta publicación o necesita un intérprete durante la reunión, por favor llame a 
la Ciudad al 303.335.4536 o 303.335.4574. 
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City of Louisville 
Parks Division     749 Main Street     Louisville, CO 80027 

303.335.4774 (phone)     www.LouisvilleCO.gov 

Parks & Public Landscaping Advisory Board, Bee City USA Subcommittee 
Agenda 

March 1, 2023 
Page 2 of 2 

 
 

VII. Staff Report 

No staff present today. 

 

 

VIII. Bee City USA 2023 Work Plan Discussion and Review 
1. Patricia (member PPLAB) – Pollinator art contest with Coal Creek and 

Fireside elementary schools participating, hoping for 10-15 
submissions to share with the public at different city sites and spread 
the message. Plan to have online voting. Would like this to be an 
annual event – with earlier notice, more schools can participate. 

*Interest from local businesses to put artwork up or to sponsor – maybe 
next year; Patricia approached Sweet Cow but didn’t hear back 

2. Work plan (refer to Work Plan document) 

* Helping those who lost landscape during Marshall Fire to re-plant; National Bee 
City committee has $1000 reimbursement grant for communities who have 
undergone disasters 

* Resource Central has a special Marshall Fire program – 200 sq ft gardens 
for free, as well as volunteer help 

 Also grant opportunities with PPAN Habitat Fund and Landscaping with 
CO Native Plants Conference 

 Amy will compile info resources for new garden planting 
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 Louisville Farmers Market Booth – expense not known – fee can be waived 
first time, with $50/75 subsequent times. Josh will reach out to Kelly 
Williams for more info about booths.  

o Important to have a plan – ideas about activities, talking points, 
displays; city has tents that can be borrowed 

o Butterfly Pavilion has handouts, also digital access to same info via 
QR code 

o Encourage people not to use pesticides; Bee City has flyers 
o John has some posters for display; Jean knows someone who might 

loan us an empty bee box  
 Elementary school planting – planting will likely wait until fall, Josh hasn’t 

heard back re: the work order. Josh and Chris Lichte had walked the 
grounds and discussed tree opportunities. Josh will do additional outreach. 

 Community gardens – 2 in Louisville; need to contact managers of 
community gardens (maybe 1 or both sites run by Denver Urban Gardens) 
and find out what they are doing. John will follow up with Signe about 
contacting community gardens with Jean.  

 Bee house constructions and native plant seed strips – possible school or 
Scout project for next fall. Patricia will reach out to school contacts to 
gauge interest. 

o Question about funding for these activities – how to raise/ allocate 
funds; need to talk with Abby about that; may be funds available via 
bag tax 

 Policy items – City is considering Dark Sky ordinance this June, perhaps 
writing a letter of support. No Mow May initiative – Josh presented to City 
Council last 2 years but no response thus far, present a balanced approach. 

 Reach out to local nurseries, such as Harlequin’s Nursery which is neonic 
free; Growing Gardens also has weekend plant sales. 

 

 

 

IX. Discussion Items for Next Meeting 
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X. Adjourn – The meeting was adjourned at 6:28  PM. Josh motioned. Patricia 
seconded. All approved. 
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Parks & Public Landscaping
Advisory Board

Bee City USA Subcommittee
Agenda

June 7, 2023

Library Small Conference Room

951 Spruce Street

5:30 PM
Members of the public are welcome to attend in person. Remote attendance is
not available at this time.

The Subcommittee will accommodate public comments during the meeting.
Anyone may also email comments to the Subcommittee prior to the meeting at
AMcneal@LouisvilleCO.gov.

I. Call to Order
II. Roll Call

III. Approval of Agenda
IV. Approval of Minutes
V. Public Comments on Items Not on the Agenda

VI. Agenda Posting Location – action

______________________________________

Persons planning to attend the meeting who need sign language interpretation, translation services, assisted
listening systems, Braille, taped material, or special transportation, should contact the City Clerk’s Office at 303
335 4536 or MeredythM@LouisvilleCO.gov. A forty eight hour notice is requested.

Si requiere una copia en español de esta publicación o necesita un intérprete durante la reunión, por favor llame a
la Ciudad al 303.335.4536 o 303.335.4574.

City of Louisville
Parks Division 749 Main Street Louisville, CO 80027

303.335.4774 (phone) www.LouisvilleCO.gov
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Parks & Public Landscaping Advisory Board, Bee City USA Subcommittee
Agenda

May 1, 2023
Page 2 of 2

VII. Staff Report
VIII. 2023 Work Plan Discussion and Review

IX. Budget and Funding Options
X. Louisville Dark Sky Ordinance

XI. Discussion Items for Next Meeting
XII. Adjourn
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Parks & Public Landscaping
Advisory Board

Bee City USA Subcommittee
Agenda

May 3, 2023

Library Small Meeting Room

951 Spruce Street

5:30 to 6:25 PM
Members of the public are welcome to attend in person. Remote attendance is
not available at this time.

The Subcommittee will accommodate public comments during the meeting.
Anyone may also email comments to the Subcommittee prior to the meeting at
AMcneal@LouisvilleCO.gov.

I. Call to Order
Meeting was called to order at 5:44 pm

II. Roll Call

Roll call was taken and the following members were present:

John Webb, Chair
Josh Cooperman, Sustainability AB
Jean Morgan
Amy Yarger, Butterfly Pavilion (acting Secretary)
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Absent:

Abby McNeal (Staff Rep, Remote)
Susan McEachern (out sick)
Signe Buck, PPLAB (out, excused)
Mary Ann Dornfeld, Louisville Horticulturist (excused)
Ginger Cross, Staff (excused)
Helen Moshak (out, excused)

Guests: None

III. Approval of Agenda – The Agenda was approved by all members. Amy
moved. Josh seconded. All approved.

IV. Approval of minutes – No meeting last month (April).

The minutes from the March 1, 2023, meeting were approved. Josh moved
and Amy seconded. All approved.

V. Public Comments on Items Not on the Agenda

VI. Agenda Posting Location – action

______________________________________

Persons planning to attend the meeting who need sign language interpretation, translation services, assisted
listening systems, Braille, taped material, or special transportation, should contact the City Clerk’s Office at 303
335 4536 or MeredythM@LouisvilleCO.gov. A forty eight hour notice is requested.

Si requiere una copia en español de esta publicación o necesita un intérprete durante la reunión, por favor llame a
la Ciudad al 303.335.4536 o 303.335.4574.
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City of Louisville
Parks Division 749 Main Street Louisville, CO 80027

303.335.4774 (phone) www.LouisvilleCO.gov

Parks & Public Landscaping Advisory Board, Bee City USA Subcommittee
Agenda

March 1, 2023
Page 2 of 2

VII. Staff Report

No staff present today.

VIII. Bee City USA 2023 Work Plan Discussion and Review
1. Patricia (member PPLAB) – Pollinator art contest with Coal Creek and

Fireside elementary schools participating, hoping for 10 15
submissions to share with the public at different city sites and spread
the message. Plan to have online voting. Would like this to be an
annual event – with earlier notice, more schools can participate.

*Interest from local businesses to put artwork up or to sponsor – maybe
next year; Patricia approached Sweet Cow but didn’t hear back

2. Work plan (refer to Work Plan document)

* Helping those who lost landscape during Marshall Fire to re plant; National Bee
City committee has $1000 reimbursement grant for communities who have
undergone disasters

* Resource Central has a special Marshall Fire program – 200 sq ft gardens
for free, as well as volunteer help

 Also grant opportunities with PPAN Habitat Fund and Landscaping with
CO Native Plants Conference

 Amy will compile info resources for new garden planting
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 Louisville Farmers Market Booth – expense not known – fee can be waived
first time, with $50/75 subsequent times. Josh will reach out to Kelly
Williams for more info about booths.

o Important to have a plan – ideas about activities, talking points,
displays; city has tents that can be borrowed

o Butterfly Pavilion has handouts, also digital access to same info via
QR code

o Encourage people not to use pesticides; Bee City has flyers
o John has some posters for display; Jean knows someone who might

loan us an empty bee box
 Elementary school planting – planting will likely wait until fall, Josh hasn’t
heard back re: the work order. Josh and Chris Lichte had walked the
grounds and discussed tree opportunities. Josh will do additional outreach.

 Community gardens – 2 in Louisville; need to contact managers of
community gardens (maybe 1 or both sites run by Denver Urban Gardens)
and find out what they are doing. John will follow up with Signe about
contacting community gardens with Jean.

 Bee house constructions and native plant seed strips – possible school or
Scout project for next fall. Patricia will reach out to school contacts to
gauge interest.

o Question about funding for these activities – how to raise/ allocate
funds; need to talk with Abby about that; may be funds available via
bag tax

 Policy items – City is considering Dark Sky ordinance this June, perhaps
writing a letter of support. No Mow May initiative – Josh presented to City
Council last 2 years but no response thus far, present a balanced approach.

 Reach out to local nurseries, such as Harlequin’s Nursery which is neonic
free; Growing Gardens also has weekend plant sales.

IX. Discussion Items for Next Meeting
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X. Adjourn – The meeting was adjourned at 6:28 PM. Josh motioned. Patricia
seconded. All approved.
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Work Plan discussion items for Louisville Bee City USA Subcommi ee Community Outreach 

 

Replan ng Home Landscapes a er the Marshall Fire (John)

Suppor ng our local families and businesses in the planning and replan ng of landscapes to
support pollinators, featuring na ve and water wise plants and turf. This could be a community
wide and long las ng ini a ve.

Louisville Farmer’s Market booth (Laurie, John) 

A booth at the Louisville Farmer’s Market to spread the word about Bee City USA and the things
that Louisville has been doing to promote conserva on and habitat restora on for pollinators,
including our na ve bees. We could pass out na ve plant lists, sell na ve and pollinator plants
for the garden, promote water wise landscaping, maybe some local honey, T shirts, co ee mugs,
and window/bumper s ckers? This booth could go on the road to other farmer’s markets in the
area. Yum, fair food!

Bee and Pollinator themed Art Contest for Louisville Elementary schools (Patricia) 

Patricia has made great strides in organizing our rst outreach event. Two Louisville Schools are
currently par cipa ng, plus we will have an entry submission box at the Louisville Public Library
for addi onal individual entries. Winners will be selected by Louisville Bee City USA
Subcommi ee volunteers. We will have gi cards from Sweet Cow for the winners. Artwork
from our contest winners (and honorable men ons?) will be displayed at the Louisville Library
and possibly at other City facili es.

Encourage Pollinator Educa on at Local Schools (Josh) 

The second grade at LES is currently studying insects. We could inves gate places in the local
school curricula where we could educate students about the importance of pollinators.

Louisville Community Garden outreach (Signe) 

Louisville has community gardens where ci zens get a plot of land to garden to their
heart's content. Could we "recruit" them to plant at least one pollinator bush or plant for the
bees on their individual plot. This would be an easy project to execute.

Pollinator Houses and Na ve Plant Seed Strips (Susan)

Sponsor a papermaking session with ower seeds impressed in the paper for kids. They can
write a note of promise to the pollinators on the paper and then "plant" it so the seeds will
germinate.

Coordinate an event at the Home Depot store to build bat and bee houses and help find places
to install the houses.

Reach out to local nurseries that are neonic free to see if they'll offer discounts to Marshall Fire
victims when they're replanting their yards.
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Policy Ini a ves to Consider/Support (Josh) 

The Louisville City Council will consider a dark night sky lighting ordinance for residential
properties later this year. Dark night skies are important for nocturnal pollinators. We could
think about advocating for this ordinance.

No MowMay is an international effort to convince people not to mow their lawns during May
so that pollinators can make use of all of the flowers that bloom in the spring. We could
publicize this effort, and we could ask the City to adopt this policy.

Louisville City Council will also be considering a ban on gasoline powered landscaping
equipment later this year. Studies have shown that air pollution from such equipment negatively
impacts insects and mowing and blowing negatively impacts insects and their habitats. We
could think about advocating for this ordinance.

The golf course is the only City property where glyphosate and certain other pesticides are
permitted. There are a handful of so called organic golf courses across the world. We could push
our golf course towards organic practices including the inclusion of native, pollinator friendly
plantings along the course's edges.
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Xerces Blogs:

h ps://www.xerces.org/blog/the night shi moths as nocturnal pollinators

h ps://www.xerces.org/endangered species/ re ies/about

Xerces Webinar:

“Turn the Lights Out for Fireflies and Other Insects” 

h ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ahwnDeWzF0E

Local Government » Government » Departments » Planning » Zoning & Design Regulations  

Dark Sky Lighting 
If you are considering updating or replacing your outdoor lights you may want to think about 
being “dark sky friendly” and help reduce light pollution in our city. This can be as simple as 
using shielded light fixtures and directing them downward, using warm white bulbs, and using a 
timer, dimmer or motion detector on lights so you only use as much light as needed.   

What is light pollution? Most of us are familiar with air or water pollution, but light can be a 
pollutant as well. Light pollution is the excessive use of artificial light. It has been shown to be 
harmful to human health, disrupt natural sleep patterns, negatively impact wildlife, and excessive 
lighting wastes energy and money. Reducing light pollution also helps us experience the 
beautiful nighttime sky of Colorado. 

While good outdoor lighting is necessary for safety and security, there are many ways to design 
dark sky friendly lighting that enhances visibility. Bright, unshielded lighting can actually inhibit 
safety though glare and creating light and dark areas where it is difficult to see. More lighting is 
not always better lighting.   

For more information on dark sky lighting benefits and resources, you can visit the International 
Dark Sky Association website at www.darksky.org.    
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DRAFT LIGHTING ORDINANCE – MARCH 2023 
 

ORDINANCE NO. XXXX 
 SERIES XXXX 
 

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A NEW OUTDOOR LIGHTING CODE FOR THE CITY OF 
LOUISVILLE 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Louisville is a Colorado home rule municipal corporation duly 

organized and existing under laws of the State of Colorado and the City Charter; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to such home rule authority and state law, including but not 
limited to C.R.S. § 31-23-301 et seq., the City has adopted procedures and standards 
pertaining to the regulation of outdoor lighting within the City, which are set forth in Chapter 
17.24 of the Louisville Municipal Code; the Design Handbook for Downtown Louisville; and the 
City of Louisville Mixed Use, Commercial and Industrial Development Design Standards and 
Guidelines; and   
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council desires to adopt and incorporate into the Louisville 
Municipal Code a new Outdoor Lighting Code for the City of Louisville (the “Lighting Code”), 
which Lighting Code includes standards and guidelines for all outdoor lights in the City; and  
 
 WHEREAS, in connection therewith, the City Council desires to make corresponding 
amendments to Chapter 17.24 of the Louisville Municipal Code, the Design Handbook for 
Downtown Louisville and the City of Louisville Mixed Use, Commercial and Industrial 
Development Design Standards and Guidelines; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City has held public workshops to discuss and gather feedback and 
comments on the Lighting Code; and  
 

WHEREAS, after a duly noticed public hearing, where evidence and testimony were 
entered into the record, the Louisville Planning Commission has recommended the City 
Council adopt the Lighting Code and this ordinance; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council has reviewed the recommendation of the Louisville 

Planning Commission and desires to adopt the Lighting Code and this ordinance; and 
 
WHEREAS, City Council has provided notice of a public hearing on said ordinance 

by publication as provided by law and held a public hearing as provided in said notice. 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LOUISVILLE, COLORADO: 
 
 Section 1. The foregoing recitals are hereby affirmed and incorporated herein by 
this reference as findings of the City Council. 
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 Section 2. Title 17 of the Louisville Municipal Code is hereby amended by the 
addition of a new Chapter 17.26 to read as follows: 
 
  

Title 17 – Zoning 
 

Chapter 17.26 
Outdoor Lighting 

 
 
 
Chapter 17.26 – Outdoor Lighting 
 
Sec. 17.26.010. Purpose. 
The purpose of this ordinance is to provide regulations for outdoor lighting that will: 

A. Protect and enhance human and environmental health; 
B. Promote nighttime safety and visibility through purposeful and directed 

lighting; 
C. Increase the effectiveness of natural areas in providing sanctuary for wildlife; 
D. Support citywide sustainability efforts by limiting the use of energy resources 

to the greatest extent possible; 
E. Minimize the adverse impacts of lighting, such as light trespass, glare, 

artificial night glow, and obtrusive light; 
F. Encourage quality lighting design and implementation; 
G. Effectively manage lighting throughout the city; and 
H. Increase access to and enjoyment of the night sky. 

 
Sec. 17.26.020. Definitions. 
The following definitions shall apply to this ordinance: 
Agricultural. The Agricultural (A) district as defined in Sec. 17.12.010 of the Louisville 
Municipal Code (LMC).  
Backlighting. Lighting directed behind the luminaire. 
Correlated Color Temperature (CCT). A metric to evaluate the color appearance of a 
light source, as measured by the absolute temperature of a blackbody whose chromaticity 
most nearly resembles that of the light source. 
Downtown. The area encompassing properties with Commercial Community zoning that 
are located on the west side of the railroad tracks within the downtown, as defined in Sec. 
17.08.113 of the LMC. 
Footcandle. The unit of measure expressing the quantity of light received on a surface. 
One footcandle is calculated as the illuminance produced by a candle on a surface one 
foot square from a distance of one foot. 
Fully-shielded. A luminaire constructed and installed in such a manner that all light 
emitted by the luminaire, either directly from the lamp or a diffusing element, or indirectly 
by reflection or refraction from any part of the luminaire, is projected below the horizontal 
plane through the lowest light-emitting part. The primary intent of fully-shielded fixtures is 
to eliminate uplighting and limit, to the extent possible, the visibility of the light source to 
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reduce glare and impacts on adjacent properties. A luminaire that is full cutoff meets the 
fully-shielded requirement. 
Glare. Lighting entering the eye directly from luminaires or indirectly from reflective 
surfaces that causes visual discomfort or reduced visibility. 
Installation. Art, monuments, or any other outdoor features, whether owned publicly or 
privately, that are meant for public enjoyment and are visible from a public right-of-way or 
public access easement. 
Light trespass (or “trespass”). Light that falls beyond the property it is intended to 
illuminate. 
Lighting. Electric, man-made, or artificial lighting. 
Lighting plan. A document(s) (site plan, schedule, et cetera) and accessory materials 
(specification sheet(s), night view site plan, et cetera) that contains sufficient evidence 
demonstrating compliance with all of the relevant provisions of this ordinance.  
Lumen. The unit of measure used to quantify the amount of light produced by a lamp or 
emitted from a luminaire (as distinct from “watt,” a measure of power consumption). 
Lumens have watt equivalencies, to be verified by the Director as needed. 
Luminaire. A term to refer to a single unit containing all of the elements that combine to 
produce lighting. A luminaire consists of the complete lighting unit (fixture), consisting of a 
lamp, or lamps and ballast(s) (when applicable), together with the parts designed to 
distribute the light (reflector, lens, diffuser), to position and protect the lamps, and to 
connect the lamps to the power supply. 
Luminous elements. The lamp (light bulb), any diffusing elements, and surfaces intended 
to reflect or refract light emitted from the lamp individually or collectively comprise the 
luminous elements of a luminaire. 
Nonconforming. Existing lighting that does not conform to the specific provisions of this 
ordinance.  
Nonresidential. Properties with commercial, industrial, mixed-use, and/or multi-family 
buildings of seven (7) dwellings or more. 
Open Space (OS). The Open space (OS) district as defined in Sec. 17.12.010 of the LMC. 
Open space. Privately-owned land that is undeveloped or developed that can support 
plant materials and that may be used for recreation, circulation, or may be viewed by them; 
and that preserve natural features and provide recreation, views, and density relief.  
Outdoor lighting. See also “lighting.” Lighting equipment installed within the property line 
and outside the building envelopes, whether attached to poles, building structures, the 
earth, or any other location; and any associated lighting control equipment. 
Outdoor recreation facilities. Outdoor areas with playing surfaces that are accessible to 
the public or are used for private commercial purposes. 
Pedestrian hardscape. Stone, brick, concrete, asphalt, or other similar finished surfaces 
intended primarily for walking, such as sidewalks and pathways. 
Residential. Single-family homes, duplexes, row houses, and multi-family buildings of six 
(6) dwellings or fewer. 
Uplighting. Lighting element which directs light above a horizontal plane running through 
the lowest point of the luminous elements. 
Warmth. See also “Correlated Color Temperature (CCT)”. Warm lighting, warmer 
temperature ratings, and similar language refers to lighting that is lower on the CCT scale 
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and produces a warmer, softer, or more orange glow as opposed to a cooler or brighter 
glow. 
 
Sec. 17.26.030. Applicability & Scope. 

A. The provisions of this ordinance are applicable to all outdoor lighting except 
streetlights within public right of way owned by a local government or utility. 

B. New and replacement lighting. Except as described below, all outdoor lighting 
installed after ____________________ (the date of the effect of this ordinance) 
shall comply with these requirements. This includes, but is not limited to, new 
lighting, replacement lighting, or any other lighting whether attached to 
structures, poles, the earth, or any other location, including lighting installed by 
any third party.  

C. Nonconforming status. All existing outdoor lighting that was legally installed 
before the passing of this ordinance, that does not conform to the standards 
specified within, shall be considered nonconforming. Nonconforming outdoor 
lighting is allowed to remain until required to be replaced pursuant to the terms of 
this ordinance. 

1. Nonconforming outdoor lighting may remain in use and maintained in 
reasonable repair, but shall not be replaced with luminaires that exceed 
the maximum CCT. 

2. Whenever there is a new use of a property or the use on the property is 
changed, such as through a Special Review Use (SRU) or a General 
Development Plan (GDP) Amendment, all outdoor lighting shall be 
brought into compliance with this ordinance before the new or changed 
use commences.  

3. If a substantial addition or remodel occurs on a property, lighting for the 
entire property shall comply with the requirements of this ordinance. 
Substantial additions and remodels are defined as changes to twenty-five 
percent (25%) or more in terms of additional dwellings, gross floor area, 
seating capacity, or parking spaces, either with a single addition or 
remodel or with cumulative additions or remodels. 

4. Destruction and Abandonment 
1) If more than fifty percent (50%) of the total appraised value of a 

structure (as determined from the records of the county assessor) 
has been destroyed, the nonconforming status expires and the 
structure’s previously nonconforming outdoor lighting must be 
removed and may only be replaced in conformance with the 
standards of this ordinance. 

2) A nonconforming structure shall be deemed abandoned if the 
structure does not have an active lease or business license 
registered for any period greater than six (6) months. In that 
instance, the nonconforming status expires and the structure’s 
previously nonconforming outdoor lighting must be removed and 
may only be replaced in conformance with the standards of this 
ordinance. 

2. It is unlawful to expand, repair, or replace outdoor lighting that was 
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previously nonconforming, but for which the prior nonconforming status 
has expired, been forfeited, or otherwise abandoned. 

D. Waiver Criteria for Nonresidential Uses. Any request for a waiver from the 
standards of this ordinance shall follow the procedures and considerations set 
forth in Title 17 of the LMC for approval of a Planned United Development 
(Sec. 17.28.110 and Sec. 17.28.120).  

1. In addition to the criteria outlined in that section, the City may grant a 
waiver only if it makes findings that all of the following requirements, 
insofar as applicable, have been satisfied: 

1) That there is a specific need for illumination that cannot be 
achieved through compliance with this ordinance or through 
non-illuminated design elements.  

2) That the waiver, if granted, is a minimum waiver that will afford 
relief and is the least modification of the provisions of this 
ordinance. 

3) That the proposed lighting encourages excellence in design and 
is appropriate with the character of the area. 

4) That the waiver will not result in an increase to the restrictions 
on light trespass in Sec. 17.26.070. 

2. Any request for a waiver shall include a lighting plan. The plans shall 
clearly identify and discuss the proposed alternatives and display 
compliance with the waiver criteria, including the exhaustion of feasible, 
compliant alternatives. 

E. Variance Criteria for Residential Uses. Any request for a variance from the 
standards of this ordinance shall follow the procedures and considerations set 
forth in Title 17 of the LMC for the granting of a variance by the Board of 
Adjustment (Sec. 17.48.110).  

1. In addition to the criteria outlined in that section, the City may grant a 
variance only if it makes findings that all of the following requirements, 
insofar as applicable, have been satisfied: 

1) That there is a specific need for illumination that cannot be 
achieved through compliance with this ordinance or through 
non-illuminated design elements.  

2) That the variance, if granted, is a minimum waiver that will 
afford relief and is the least modification of the provisions of this 
ordinance. 

3) That the variance will not result in an increase to the restrictions 
on light trespass in Sec. 17.26.070. 

2. Any request for a variance shall include a lighting plan. The plans shall 
clearly identify and discuss the proposed alternatives and display 
compliance with the variance criteria, including the exhaustion of 
feasible, compliant alternatives. 

 
Sec. 17.26.040. General Regulations. 
All outdoor lighting is subject to the general regulations below except where stated 
otherwise in the ordinance. 
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A. Fully shielded. All outdoor lighting shall be fully shielded, as defined in Sec. 
17.26.020. 

B. Color. All outdoor lighting shall have a Correlated Color Temperature (CCT) of 
3000 Kelvin or lower, or lighting rated as soft white. 

C. Prohibitions. The following lighting is prohibited: 
1. Uplighting as defined in Sec. 17.26.020 and except as allowed in Sec. 

17.26.080.  
2. Lighting that may be confused with warning, emergency, or traffic 

signals. 
3. Mercury vapor lamps. 
4. Aerial lasers, such as are intended to be directed upward or for 

extended distances. 
5. Blinking or flashing lights except as allowed in Sec. 17.26.080. 
6. Searchlights, floodlights, or spotlights, except as required by county, 

state, or federal law; or as used for police, firefighting, emergency 
management, or medical personnel at their discretion as long as the 
emergency exists. 

D. Criteria for Planned Unit Developments (PUDs). In addition to the 
requirements of this ordinance, the city council must be satisfied that the 
lighting plan in the PUD meets each of the following criteria or can 
demonstrate that one or more of them is not applicable, or receives a waiver 
pursuant to Sec. 17.26.030 and that a practicable solution with public interest 
has been achieved for each of these elements: 

1. Multi-family residential developments with seven dwellings or more 
and mixed-use developments containing residential shall limit the 
impact of unhealthy nighttime lighting on residents to the extent 
possible, through such means as height limitations, low CCT, 
shielding, and dimming, above and beyond the scope required by this 
ordinance. 

2. Developments containing open space as defined in the Commercial 
Development Design Standards and Guidelines (CDDSG) and in Sec. 
17.28.080 of the LMC, of .5 acres or larger, and that is meant to 
preserve natural features and provide recreation, views, and density 
relief shall enhance the ability of that land to meet those purposes by 
limiting, to the extent possible, internal light trespass onto that land 
and by employing low CCT.  
 

Sec. 17.26.050. Residential Uses. 
Regulations for residential uses in this section apply to single-family homes, duplexes, 
row houses, and low rise multi-family buildings of six (6) dwellings or fewer. Multi-family 
buildings with more than six (6) dwellings are regulated under Sec. 17.26.060. 

A. All outdoor lighting for residential uses are subject to Sec. 17.26.040. 
B. Lumens cap. All outdoor lighting shall have a cap of 850 lumens per 

luminaire. 
C. Trespass. Outdoor lighting on properties adjacent to areas zoned Open 

Space (OS) or Agricultural (A) are subject to additional restrictions as outlined 
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in Sec. 17.26.070. 
D. Height. Any luminaires at or above twenty (20) feet above grade or on a 

second story (whichever is lower) must use motion-activation unless above a 
second-story or higher deck.  

E. Lighting plans. New construction and substantial additions and remodels as 
defined in Sec. 17.26.030 are required to submit lighting plans. In addition, all 
replacement lighting, such as new bulbs and fixtures, must be compliant with 
the regulations in this ordinance.  
 

Sec. 17.26.060. Nonresidential Uses. 
Regulations in this section apply to all nonresidential uses, and for multiple residential 
properties of seven dwellings or more. 
 

A. General regulations and exceptions. All outdoor lighting in nonresidential 
uses is subject to Sec. 17.26.040. Lighting solely for the purpose of signage is 
exempt from this ordinance, as stated in Sect. 17.26.080. 

B. Lumens cap. All outdoor lighting shall have a cap of 20,000 lumens per 
luminaire, to be used as an upper limit and not as a typical or standard lumen 
level. Caps are meant as maximums to allow for a range of situations and are 
not meant to represent average or typical lighting levels for most sites. 

C. Trespass. Outdoor lighting on properties adjacent to nonresidential areas or 
areas zoned Open Space (OS) or Agricultural (A)  are subject to additional 
restrictions as outlined in Sec. 17.26.070. 

D. Downtown. Downtown, as defined in Sec. 17.26.020, is limited to the 
following restrictions and exempt from the other restrictions in this section.  

1. All outdoor lighting in downtown is subject to Sec. 17.26.040.  
2. All outdoor lighting shall have a cap of 5000 lumens per luminaire 

excepting parking lot lights, which are capped at 20,000 lumens per 
luminaire. Caps are meant as maximums to allow for a range of 
situations and are not meant to represent average or typical lighting 
levels for most sites. 

3. Downtown properties are not subject to uniformity standards. 
E. Uniformity 

1. Nothing in this ordinance shall be construed as preventing the full 
shutting off of lighting regardless of changes to light uniformity 
measurements. 

2. Outdoor lighting shall meet the following requirements for light levels 
when at 100% capacity: 

Illuminated Surface Min. Light Level Max. Light Level 
Auto Dealerships: 

Front Row & Featured Displays 
Other Merchandise Areas 

 
--- 
--- 

 
15.0 footcandles 
10.0 

Parking Lots .2 footcandles 5.0 
Vehicular Entrances from Right-of-
Way 

1  5.0 

Automobile Service-Station 
Pumping Areas 

-- 15.0 
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Drive-In/Drive-Through Canopies --- 15.0 
Building Entrance and Exit 1 5.0 
Common areas  5.0 
Automatic Teller Machines (ATMs) -- 15.0 footcandles1 
Stairways and Steps 1 5.0 
The maximum light levels in this table are meant as caps to allow for a range of 
situations and are not meant to represent average or typical lighting levels for most 
sites.  
The Director of Planning and Building Safety has the authority to assign a category if 
the correct category is not readily apparent. 

3. The minimum-to-maximum light level ratio shall not exceed four-to-one 
(4:1) anywhere on site when at 100% output. 

 
Sec. 17.26.070. Light Trespass 
Regulations in this section apply to outdoor lighting in all use zones.  

A. Light emitted from outdoor lighting on any property shall not cause the light 
level along any property line, as measured at grade, to exceed the following 
limits: 
Emitting Use Impacted Use Max. Light Level 
Residential Open Space 

(OS) and 
Agricultural (A) 
zone districts, 
and parks of .5 
acres or larger 

 
 
 
 
0.0 footcandles measured at the 
boundary line. 

Nonresidential 
(except 
Downtown) 

Residential 
uses and Open 
Space (OS and 
Agricultural (A) 
zone districts 

Downtown 
nonresidential 

Residential 0.1 footcandles measured at five (5) 
feet beyond the emitting use property 
line. 

 
 

Sec. 17.26.080. Exceptions. 
Regulations for the following lighting applications are limited to the conditions of this 
section. 

A. All lighting applications in this section are encouraged to be turned off when no 
one is present. 

B. The following outdoor lighting applications are exempt from all requirements of 
this ordinance: 

1. Decorative lighting provided by a flame source, except that gas-fired 

1 Within a 10-foot radius from the ATM, the maintained average should not exceed 15.0 footcandles. The ten 
(10)-foot radius is measured from the center face of the ATM and extends a total of 180 degrees. A 
pedestrian transition zone should be provided within thirty (30) feet of the ATM. A maintained average 
should not exceed 7.5 footcandles within the pedestrian transition zone. The thirty (30)-foot radius is 
measured from the center face of the ATM and extends for a total of 180 degrees. No part of this note may 
be construed to allow trespass from ATMs greater than what is allowed for all lighting in Section 17.26.070. 

41



lighting appliances are prohibited.  
2. Underwater lighting used for the illumination of swimming pools and 

other water features. 
3. Lighting solely for the purpose of the internal or external lighting of 

signage. Signs are regulated by the Sign Code (Sec. 17.24.010). 
4. Portable lighting temporarily used for maintenance or repair. 
5. Temporary lighting for theatrical, television, and performance areas 

that is not deemed by the City to create a hazard or nuisance. 
6. Emergency lighting used for police, firefighting, emergency 

management, or medical personnel at their discretion as long as the 
emergency exists. 

7. Temporary lighting required for road construction or other public 
improvements. 

8. Lighting within public right-of-way or public access easement for the 
principal purpose of illuminating streets or roads. No exemptions shall 
apply to any lighting within the public right-of-way or easement when 
the purpose of the luminaire is to illuminate areas outside the public 
right-of-way or easement, unless regulated with a street-lighting 
ordinance. 

9. Lighting required by county, state, or federal law. 
C. The following outdoor lighting applications are exempt from all requirements 

of this ordinance except as described in this section below: 
1. For residential uses, outdoor luminaires with a low maximum output of 

up to eighty (80) lumens per luminaire, regardless of the number of 
bulbs, may be left unshielded provided they are turned off by 11 PM. 
Luminaires of this type shall illuminate high-impact use areas, such as 
patios, decks, and similar gathering-spaces or seating-areas, and 
pedestrian hardscape as defined in this ordinance, and are 
discouraged as decorative lighting. 

2. For nonresidential uses, outdoor luminaires with a low maximum 
output of up to 180 lumens per luminaire, regardless of the number of 
bulbs, may be left unshielded provided they are turned off thirty (30) 
minutes after closing or the completion of activities. No part of this 
exception may be construed as applying to the illumination of surfaces 
primarily used for automobile uses, such as parking lots. The intent of 
this exception is to provide added safety and visibility for pedestrian 
pathways and enjoyment in outdoor gathering spaces, and is not 
meant to allow light trespass onto neighboring properties or to allow 
for the increase of overall lighting on a site. 

3. Lighting for temporary events such as carnivals, circuses, festivals, 
fairs, civic events, and exhibitions must be submitted for approval 
along with a Temporary Use Permit as described in chapter 17.60 and 
may be subject to conditions as determined by the Director, including 
but not limited to restrictions on shielding and uplighting and curfews. 
In addition, the Director of Planning and Building Safety shall consider 
restrictions that limit uplighting and require additional shielding during 
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peak migratory wildlife seasons, currently during the months of May 
and September, to prevent direct upward lighting such as can disrupt 
navigation and flight patterns. 

4. Motion-activation lighting shall not be illuminated for more than five (5) 
minutes upon activation and shall not exceed 2000 lumens per 
luminaire. 

5. Outdoor luminaires with a maximum of 180 lumens per luminaire for 
the purpose of seasonal décor may remain from October fifteenth 
(15th) to January fifteenth (15th) throughout the city. Blinking or flashing 
seasonal decorations are prohibited on nonresidential properties and 
discouraged on residential properties. No part of this exception may be 
construed to allow prohibited lighting types listed in Sec. 17.26.040, 
even for seasonal decorative purposes.  

6. Lighting of up to a total of one (1) flag per property and lighting of up to 
(1) installation as defined in this ordinance is permitted with the 
following conditions:  

1) On all properties, the tradition of lowering flags at sunset is 
encouraged to avoid the need for lighting. 

2) If illuminated, flags and installations are to be illuminated with 
up to two (2) spot-type fixtures, shielded to the greatest extent 
possible, with a combined maximum lumen output of 2500 
lumens. 

7. Lighting for outdoor recreation facilities that are publicly-owned or for 
commercial purposes in nonresidential uses is exempted from 
restrictions elsewhere in this ordinance and shall meet the following 
requirements: 

1) Lighting shall be reviewed through a Planned Unit Development 
(PUD) process as described in Ch. 17.28. 

2) Only lighting used to illuminate a playing surface is governed by 
this subsection. All other lighting, such as for parking lots and 
auxiliary structures, is subject to all of the other relevant 
standards of this ordinance.  

3) If the luminaire(s) is not fully shielded, then the lighting must be 
shielded to the greatest extent practical to eliminate uplighting 
and limit illumination of all other non-targeted areas.  

4) Lighting is subject to trespass standards for Nonresidential in 
Sec. 17.26.070. 

5) Lighting shall have a nominal CCT of no greater than 5700 
Kelvin. 

6) Lighting controls shall provide the following functions: 
a. Local or remote manual control with at least two (2) 

preset light levels. 
b. Lights shall be automatically extinguished by one (1) 

hour after the end of play or when not in use.  
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 Section 3. Sections 8.1 to 8.7 of the City of Louisville Commercial Development 
Design Standards and Guidelines are hereby repealed and reenacted to read as follows:  

 
8.1 Compliance with Outdoor Lighting Code. 
 
 Outdoor lighting shall comply with the Chapter 17.26 of the Louisville 
Municipal Code, as amended from time to time.   

 
 Section 4. Sections 8.1 to 8.5 of the City of Louisville Industrial Development Design 
Standards and Guidelines are hereby repealed and reenacted to read as follows:  

 
8.1 Compliance with Outdoor Lighting Code 
 

Outdoor lighting shall comply with the Chapter 17.26 of the Louisville 
Municipal Code, as amended from time to time.   

 
 Section 5. Any reference to outdoor lighting not in right-of-way is hereby repealed in 
the Design Handbook for Downtown Louisville.  A new section L1 shall be added to Page 15 
to read as follows: 
 

L1. Compliance with Outdoor Lighting Code 
 

Outdoor lighting shall comply with the Chapter 17.26 of the Louisville 
Municipal Code, as amended from time to time.   

 
 

 Section 6. Chapter 14. Exterior Site Lighting in the Mixed Use Development Design 
Standards and Guidelines is hereby repealed and reenacted to read as follows:  
 

14.  Compliance with Outdoor Lighting Code 
 

Outdoor lighting shall comply with the Chapter 17.26 of the Louisville 
Municipal Code, as amended from time to time.   

 
Section 8. If any portion of this ordinance is held to be invalid for any reason such 
decisions shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance The 
City Council hereby declares that it would have passed this ordinance and each part 
hereof irrespective of the fact that any one part be declared invalid. 
 
Section 9. The repeal or modification of any provision of the Municipal Code of the City 
of Louisville by this ordinance shall not release, extinguish, alter, modify, or change 
in whole or in part any penalty, forfeiture, or liability, either civil or criminal, which 
shall have been incurred under such provision, and each provision shall be treated 
and held as still remaining in force for the purpose of sustaining any and all proper 
actions, suits, proceedings, and prosecutions for the enforcement of the penalty, 
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forfeiture, or liability, as well as for the purpose of sustaining any judgment, decree, or 
order which can or may be rendered, entered, or made in such actions, suits, 
proceedings, or prosecutions. 
 
Section 10. All other ordinances or portions thereof inconsistent or conflicting with 
this ordinance or any portions hereof are hereby repealed to the extent of such 
inconsistency or conflict. 
 
INTRODUCED, READ, PASSED ON FIRST READING, AND ORDERED 
PUBLISHED this XX day of _____________, 2023 
 
 

        
__________, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
       
__________,  City Clerk 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
       
__________ 
City Attorney 
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SSummaryy off Surveyy Resultss ass off 3.15.23
Input Impact

Lighting of flags is important to 24% of respondents and 

lighting of art/monuments is important to 29%. 

Uplighting of art, monuments, and flags is allowed with 

regulations in the 3.24.23 draft ordinance.

Decorative lighting is important to 47% of respondents.

Decorative lighting (festoon lighting, holiday lights, etc.) 

are allowed with regulations in the 3.24.23 draft 

ordinance.

Some respondents expressed concern about the financial 

impacts of compliance for residential and nonresidential 

properties.

Staff is exploring financial assistance options to present 

to City Council.

63% of respondents exclusively expressed support for dark sky lighting in their written comments. 17% exclusively 

expressed opposition and 19% expressed mixed views.

•

29% agreed that current commercial lighting levels were acceptable, 48% disagreed, and 23% were neutral.

40% agreed that current residential lighting levels were acceptable, 50% disagreed, and 11% were neutral.

General input on dark sky lighting from Louisville residents

Decor

Flag with uplighting.

The commercial and residential surveys will be open until April 15, 2023 via engagelouisvilleco.org/darksky.
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Xerces Blogs: 

- - - -as- -  

-  

 

“Turn the Lights Out for Fireflies and Other Insects” 

 

 

Local Government » Government » Departments » Planning » Zoning & Design Regulations  

Dark Sky Lighting 
If you are considering updating or replacing your outdoor lights you may want to think about 
being “dark sky friendly” and help reduce light pollution in our city. This can be as simple as 
using shielded light fixtures and directing them downward, using warm white bulbs, and using a 
timer, dimmer or motion detector on lights so you only use as much light as needed.   

What is light pollution? Most of us are familiar with air or water pollution, but light can be a 
pollutant as well. Light pollution is the excessive use of artificial light. It has been shown to be 
harmful to human health, disrupt natural sleep patterns, negatively impact wildlife, and excessive 
lighting wastes energy and money. Reducing light pollution also helps us experience the 
beautiful nighttime sky of Colorado. 

While good outdoor lighting is necessary for safety and security, there are many ways to design 
dark sky friendly lighting that enhances visibility. Bright, unshielded lighting can actually inhibit 
safety though glare and creating light and dark areas where it is difficult to see. More lighting is 
not always better lighting.   

For more information on dark sky lighting benefits and resources, you can visit the International 
Dark Sky Association website at www.darksky.org.    
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2023 PPLAB Work Plan December 1, 2022 
 
 
 

Priority Program Area PPLAB 
Recommendations 

 Community Entryways/ HOA  Review maintenance responsibilities for community / HOA entryways  
Recommend Design and plants palate  

 Median Renovations and Playgrounds 
Projects 

Review and support design process for Tiered median and playground projects- 
McCaslin, Via Appia, Dillon/St Andrews and Playgrounds in Joe Carnival, Meadows, 
Enclave and Sunflower (feature) 

 Bee City USA Signage, education outreach, renewal application 

 Parks and Open Space Sale use Tax Sales use tax sun setting in 2023 collaborate with OSAB on supporting renewal  

 Cottonwood Park Master Plan/Parks 
Master Plan support 

Not currently in the 2023 budget; could be standalone request  

 Parks Signage Prioritize park sign replacement and upgrades 

 Arboretum  Provide input on upgrades to Arboretum and replanting of trees 

Requests are in no order of priority. 
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