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Agenda

01. Introduction

Overview of systems and 
functions; What has 
changed since Marshall 
Fire?

02. Alert and 
Warning
Overview of alert and 
warning systems, new 
tools and how to sign-up.

03. Preparedness

Self-assessment and 
planning basics.

04. Evacuation

Overview of the 
evacuation process, and 
what to plan for during an 
evacuation.

05. Q&A

Q&A with City officials, 
fire, and law personnel.



Introduction

Series overview

▪ Progress that’s been made

▪ Looking ahead (plans that are in the works)

▪ Preparing for the future

Tonight’s session

▪ Recorded, and able to be reviewed on the 
Resilient Louisville and Superior websites

▪ Will answer questions received in 
advance online and will take questions at 
end of presentation



Everbridge 
Signup

● Sign up for emergency notifications today!
● Laptops at the back of room - stop by and see Allison James, 

Disaster Preparedness & Recovery Manager for Town of Superior



Alert and 
Warning

● Initiating an alert
● Terminology
● Delivery methods
● Developing a footprint
● Coming soon in 2023



Initiating an Alert

PublicIncident Command Dispatch



Emergency alerts are a 
layered approach

● You
● Door to door

● Neighbors helping neighbors

● Everbridge alerting
○ Landlines
○ Opt-ins
○ Texts
○ Emails
○ Faxes

● IPAWS/WEA

● Social media with PIO 
involvement

● Sirens



Terminology - Alert Severity
● Advisory

● Warning

● Order

○ Informational message about a situation that is likely to impact one of the addresses 
listed in an opt-in profile or a registered landline.  Advisory messages will not be 
disseminated on the IPAWS system by dispatch personnel.

○ Messaging which encourages recipients to prepare to act due to an emergency in 
their immediate area.  Individuals needing extra time due to animals or friends or 
family members who have functional needs should consider taking immediate 
action when a warning notification is issued.  Warning messages will not be 
disseminated on the IPAWS system.

○ Messaging intended to have the recipient take the listed required action 
immediately due to an imminent threat to life.



Terminology - 
Action Requested

● Climb to higher ground

● Evacuation

● Shelter-in-place

● Missing/endangered person(s)

● All clear



● Simple
○ Consider all-hazards or 

flood polygons
○ Consider a radius

Developing 
the Footprint



● Less simple
○ Custom shape drawn on a 

map; email/text to 
dispatch

● Least desirable
○ Verbally relayed over the 

phone or radio 

Developing the Footprint



Landlines & 
Opt-in/Self 
Registration



Integrated Public Alert 
and Warning System 
(IPAWS)
● Wireless Emergency Alerts 

(WEA)
● Emergency Alert System 

(EAS)
● Inconsistent delivery impacts 

due to cell carrier distribution
● WEA and EAS are 

VOLUNTARY
● Escalating law enforcement 

incidents; potential to alert 
suspect of victim hiding spots



IPAWS Message 
Impacts
● WEA Version

○ Character limitation
■ Version 1 phones allow 90 

characters
■ Version 2 and 3 phones allow 

360 characters
○ 100 vertices limitation
○ 10 shape limit

● App redistribution challenge

















Coming Soon
● Resident Connect layer
● Spanish translation for all WEA 

messages
● ReachWell App

○ Translation in over 100 languages
○ Non-geo based opt-in

● New educational materials



Scan this QR code 
with your 
smartphone to 
sign-up for 
emergency alerts, 
or visit one our 
sign-up stations 
before you leave!



Preparedness

● Alert and notification
● Self-assessment and developing 

capability
● Plan creation

○ Actionable
○ Sustainable



Preparedness

● Components of a plan
○ Communication
○ Grab list
○ Evacuation



Disaster Strong Series

Become a Community 
Preparedness Ambassador 
with Boulder OEM!

Train-the-Trainer Workshop 
● Monday, 3/6, 5:30-7:30 PM, 
● Superior Community Center 
● 1500 Coalton Road



Evacuation 
Preparedness

● Know your route
● Evacuation zones
● Evacuation tips

○ When to go
○ Helpful tips



Q&A 

Mike Chard
Boulder Office of 
Emergency Management

Dave Salaman
Boulder County 
Sheriff’s Office

Jeff Fisher
City of Louisville 
PD

Dave Beebe
Mountain View
Fire Rescue

Monika Weber
Boulder Office of Emergency 
Management

Steve Silberman
Boulder County Sheriff 
Communications Center



Thank you

Have follow-up questions? Visit 
EngageLouisvilleCO.org and submit on the 
2023 Disaster Mitigation & Preparedness 
Outreach Series project page

http://www.engagelouisvilleco.org

