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MUSEUM CORNER

The members of the Louisvitle Historical Commission have
been busy tryving 1o complete severul projects which we have
undertaken. The purchase of a tire-proof filing cabinet and its
mstallation will enable the public to have eusier access 1o our
phutographs and printed matenials, as well as newspapers and
newspaper chppings. Copies will be made of the written docu-
ments on fife in the Public Library enabling us 10 have these
papers available in our museum also.

We have received another monetary pifit {rom the Ladies
Elks of the Tri-Cits Lodge. They bave always been very suppor-
tive of our wark, and we appreciate their generosity, We would
also tike to express our thanks to those who make donutions in
memory of their families and friends,

May 1< designated as nanonal history momh. Histerical
artifacts will be pleced en exhibit at the Public Library and in
the Jobhy of the Recreation Center commemorating this month.
We are in the process of setting up some different exhibits
©in the museum and we have received many fsvoruble comments
about the displays in the windows of the store museum.

The moseums continue w be vpen on Thursday afiemaocn
EOO o 3:00 pan. Special tours through the buildings can he
arranged by contzting one of the commission members.
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THE GOOD OLD DAYS?

One of the members of the Historical Society recently found
the clussified ads section of the Denver Post duted Februarny 9, 1461,
Some of the ads were almost unbelievable. One full-page adiver-
tisement for homes in the Eldorado Hills subdivision surprised
everyone. Homes were priced from $14.250 and came equipped
with RCA Whiripool apphances including dishwasher. range,
hood. disposal: fiberglass insulation: full basements: 220 val;
receptacle in the uiilits room. A brand new 1964 Chevioler
automaebile was included in the low down payment of $500.00.
Some of the other features of these particular homes were: fifteen
minutes o downtown Denver. the subdivision adjoined the Valley
Highway and the Boulder Turnpike, and VA and FHA finamcing
were available.

Another ad found in the paper offered hemes priced within
the range of $16,000 to S23.000 with $75.00 closing costs. For
the price of $12.039 a house with three bedrooms (1203 square
feet, plus 600 squre feet zarden level and double garage) could
be purchased with VA or FHA financing.

It seems almost impossible thut such ofters could have heen
commonplace dess than thirty vears age.

In checking the advertisemens section funther the following
positions and monthly salaries were being whvertized:

Administrative Assistant ... 5400.00
Top Executive Secretary .............. 5375.00
Billing machine expert ..., $260.00
Legul secretaries ... . . S300.00
File clerk ... 323500
Assistant office manager .............. SHK.0Q
Bamenders ... . $250.00

Although the “good old days™ seem 1o appeal o many . the
ads found ubave prove that the same “old™ problerms prevailed then
as now, even though prices were lower, sulasries were comparable,
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1001 MAIN STREET
TOMEO HOUSE

The house was built in 1904 by Felix Tomeo, a coal miner,
who raised six children—three sons, Gene. Dom, Joe. and (wo
daughters—Rose and lrene. Another child passed away at the
age of five.

The back room, the kitchen area, was added sometime after
the two front rooms. This house was built 1o be practical and
functional. as is evidenced by the lack of decorative moulding
throughout. However, the front door is identical to the Petrelli-
Ashe House. 1016 Main Street (across the street). The front door
might have been replaced at some point, and since the Petrellj-
Ashe House is a Sears Catalogue House, this 18 quite possible.

The front steps were added when the house was renovaed
by the Louisville Historical Commission. It is interesting to note
that there was no evidence on the facade of any steps existing
betore, even though the door is very high from the ground.

The original color of the interior was a brown stain, as we
discovered during the renovation. The brown stain was typical
of the era.

The house was bought by the City of Louisville in 053
from the Ross Family. The house is now operated as a museum
by the Louisville Historical Commission,

The information on this house is very skeichy . should
anyone have anything 1o contribute {i.e. memories of previous
residents. appearance of the house at different times, ete. ), please
contact the Louisville Historical Museum—6635-9048 or any
member of the Historical Commission,

HOE g owm o

THE HECLA MINE

On April 2, 1992, the new K-mart store in Louisville held
its grand opening. The store is located at the intersection of
South Boulder Road and Highway 42 which is where the Hecla
Mine originally stood. Many long-time residents of Louisville
recall the trouble that erupted there during the “long” strike of
18101915,

During the early months of the strike the mine operators
built stockades arcund the mines to prevent an attach by the
miners. Powerful searchlights and machine guns were installed,
As news of the events that had taken place in the southern coal
fields of Colorado at Ludlow near Trinidad were reported in the
Denver newspapers, the miners began to arm themsleves in order
to protect thewr families. The papers were criticized for their first
accounts of the events at Ludlow: but as more information was
received it was found that. although the reports were quite
sensationally written, they were. in fact, true,

S.T. Buster, a farmer who resided one and a half miles
northwest of Hygiene, was elected sheriff of Boulder County
on January 14, 1913, Whenever the opportunity arose he tried
to assure the members of the union and the mine operators that
he had nut been elected 1o serve individuals or special groups,
but had been put in otfice to serve all the people and that he
mtended w preserve peace and order for everyone. The sheriff
appomted nine deputies fram the various towns in the county,

» hoping that they wouid be able to maintain order, Shooting broke
out at different mines from time 10 time and on April 27,1913,
one weelk afier the Ludlow incident SherifT Buster was orderd by
Governor Ammons 1o colleet all the searchlights and muchine guns,

from the mines operated by the Rocky Mountain Fuel Company.
The mines involved were the Simpson. the Standard. the Hecla,
the Industrial and the Gorham. Later that evening as Buster met
with the miners to inform them of the governor's orders. the”
strikers showed concern that the sheriff and his deputies might- .
be overpowered by the mine owners and the machine guns would
be used against the sirikers. After the meeting, as the sheriff
continued to talk with the union leaders, the whistle at the Vulean
Mine sounded and gunfire was heard coming from that area.
Sheriff Buster decided to go to the Hecla mine and started in
that direction—walking afong the railroad tracks. As he drew
near the Hecla he could hear gunfire. as well as the ringing of
the fire bell in Louisville. At this signal. the miners wenl to
their homes. gathered their rifles and began to walk toward the
Hecla, Shooting erupted from all sections of the tawn. There
wis some controversy as to who fired the first shots—the miners
or the Hecla guards. Soon the sound of the machine gun fire
could be heard from the Hecla. At one poimt Buster went to one
of the houses nearby and made a telephone call 1o the Hecla
“bullpen™ instructing the guards to stop shooting into the town.
The residents of “Litle ltaly™ and those tving in the houses
along Front Streel were huddled in the cellars of their homes ta
protect themselves from the machine gun fire. Many of these
families had already sent their children to stay with relatjves
living in other locations until the dangers of the strike had passed.
A group of miners were working their way down a dry irrtgation
ditch. hoping 10 overpower the guards inside the stockade. when
a furmer opened the headeate of Hecla Lake. flooding the ditch.
The strikers were forced to leave the ditch and 1o seek safety
behind a straw stack in the field.

The shooting finally stopped shonly after noon the next
dayv. Sheriff Buster called Dr. Wolfer, who was the COmpany
doctor at the Hecla, to come to administer aid to the wounded .
but the doctor feared for his life and refused 1o enter the stockade .
Several men lay wounded and the following account of the
situation was writien by Sheriff Buster:

“The condition of Hecla wax one of the saddest sights 1 have ever
seets The bourding howse was practicaliy all shot 1o pieces and had
blood all over: the women and children were in the basemem
hesterieal and erying: and down at the Bulgarian headguarters the
poor Bulgarian lying shot and dying. The people were stampeding.
wanting to know if | couldn’t get them out, About that time Harold
T. Martin, Deputy District Attorney, Jack Clark. Sam Greenwood,
County Commissioners, and Mr. Tedrow, County Attorney, in
wmpz;zzy with Louis Eberharter. Mayor of Louisvitle arrived on the
SCOne.

I 1ok them over the hattle ground and showed then the sights.
First 10 the Bulgarian hendguarters. showing them Pete Steinof! shot
through the head lying there dyving: then to the boarding house and
imo the basement. showing them one workman with his Jaw
practically shot off. another with & shot through his hand lving there
on sume old guilts; the basensent was filled with women and children.
I'then tooh them up into the washroom in the bosrding house: then
through the boarding house. showing them the conditions, They
said it certainly “got their gow "

. Taken froms Rocky Mountain Fuel Compuny papers

On April 28, 128 members of the state militin were
dispatched from Canon City through Denver to Louisville, The
train crews were reluctant o carry the military men into the arey
of gun fire. Several miners shot at the train and two groups of
the militiz jumped from the runsing train to round up the strikers,
Some of the miners ran to Coal Creeh and submerged themselves -
in the water,

(Cotminued 1o buck pogey
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WOMEN IN HISTORY

Murch is known as “Women in History™ month. Women have
always plaved an important role in the history of Louisville as they
stood beside their men keeping the family together during the
~strikes and other crises connected with the coal mining industry,

During the carly days of the community most of the responsibilities
of ruising the children were assumed by the wives of the miners.
but it was not unusual to see the women taking part in union rallies
and other activities affecting their husbands outside the home. They
were aiways there for each other during times of trouble 1o lend 2
helping hand when friends and relutives were faced with problems,
ln addition 10 the courageous wives and mothers of the miners.
these were also some well-known women who became a part of
Louisville history. Two such ladies were Mary Harris Jones and
Josephine Roche who became very important to the miners and
thew families as sood friends and firm supporters.

Mary Harris was born near Cork, Ireland in 1830, When
famine swept the country shortly afier her birth, her father, Richard
Harmis. came 10 the United States und established citizenship. In
1838, his wife and three children joined him in Toronte, Canadz
where his work with the railroad had taken him. Mary eventually
becuame 4 teacher and secured a job in Memphis, Tennessee, where
she married George Jones who worked as an iron molder.

Following an epidemic of vellow fever, which claimed the
lves of her husbund und four children. she traveled o Chicago
where she became a dressmaker and was known as o champion
of the garment workers in the East. It was here that she became
known as “Mother Jones™. Her seamstress business was destroyed
by the great Chicago fire in 1871,

She was known for her direet manner of speaking and when
| @ college professor, present at a union rally, referred 1o her as a
Sumanitanan . she corrected him saying that she wus o “hell
diser” insteud. Before the turn of the century she was involved in
many labor conflicts centered in the Fast and South. She fought
corruptien and discrinination in all areas of labor, speaking out
against “child slavery™, and unsafe working conditions.

Mother Jores was & staunch supporter of the eight-hour
working day - Instead of losing interest in the cause of the working
man as she grew older, she became a more zealous supporter of
the workers of America.

By 1901, relations between the miners and the mine operalors
in the coul mines of Colorado were becoming somewhart strained.
Although most  of  Mother  Jones’s work in Colorado
centered around Ludlow in the southem Colorado coal fields, she
did appear in the northern fields as well. The miners were
thrcatening 10 strike for the eight-hour work day, pay with money
mstead of scrip, and checkweighmen who were not controlied by
the mine operators. In January 190!, without the sanction of the

national orgunization. the members of United Mine Workers of

America called 1 strike and for the first time stockades were built
around some of the mines, Afier a short time some reforms were
offered. Wages rose a litle. miners were paid with money instead
of scrip. and they paid less for blasting powder. Even though the
union was not officially recognized by the miners the union
organizers feli they had swcceeded in assuring the miners’
membership. in 1903, nuny miners fearsd they were iosing the
guins they had made just two vears before.
Mother Jones. in spite of the reservations of John Mitchell,
president of the UM WA decided 10 help with the 1ash of further
donizing the Colorada coul fields. She was deseribed as being o
cweel, grandmotherly . white-haird Irish lady who spoke the rough,
undignilied lunguage of tie working man. She hud became known

as the “angel of the miners”™. after her work in helping organize
unions in the eastern coal fields of Pennsylvania and West
Virginia. Mother Jones was repored to have visited Louisville
on November 21, 1903, Muny local cople recall having been
present when she spoke to a crowd of supporters and being very
impressed by her manner of speech. On November 30, 1803,
after she had reterned 1o the East, the strikers voted 1o return o
work. Years later she did retum to Colorado as an arganizer for
the Industrial Worker of the World union.

Mother Mary Jones lived for one hundred years. guietly slip-
ping away on November 30, 1930, A granite monument in Mz,
Olive, Nlinois was dedicated 10 her memory on October 18, 1936,

Josephine Roche. the daughter of John Rache who served
as wreasurer of the Rocky Mountain Fuel Company and later
went on to become president of the board of directors. was
another womian who was dedicated 1o improving the working
conditions of the miners. Although Miss Roche was born into
a very wealthy family, studied at Vassar College and Columbia
University, she became interested in the coul industry after her
father moved his family to Denver so he could be closer to his
work with the Rooky Mounain Fuel Company,

After John Roche died in 1927, Josephine inherited his
financial interests in the fue company. Miss Roche convinced
the members of the board of the company to hire Merle D.
Vincent. an attorney. as vice president of the board and aeneral
manager of the company. She and Vincent were very eritical of
the conditions under which the miners worked. but Miss Roche
did not possess controlling shares in the ocmpany and had to
defer major decisions in favor of the miners until she could Zamn
control. In March 1928, Josephine Roche was able to purchase
the holdings of a Denver business man, thus procuring 31 percent
of the firm’s stock. By June 28, three-fourths of the Northern
coai fieids hud voted to accept the United Mine Workers as their
union. A contract was signed with the Rocky Mountain Fuel
Company which was to take effect on September 1, The miners
warking in mines operated by the compuny were granted several
concessions. They would work eight-hour shifts, six days a week
with eight paid holidays each year. and the daily wage was
increased to $7.00 which made them the highest paid miners in
the state of Colorado. The company agreed 1o two paydays a
month, a checkweighman at each mine and a arigvance
commitiee was formed to handle problems as they arose.

Soon the depression of the 1920°s and 1930°s was felt by
everyone. including the miners and their families. Miss Roche.
the company. and the miners seemed to do pretty well during
the early years of the depression. but they were dealt quite a
blow when C. FLand 1. of southern Colorado received permission
from the Industrial Commission to lower wages. This action
caused a drop in the price of conl. By this lime natural gas was
being piped inte Colorade and less coul was being used. In spite
of the fact thut Miss Roche was forced to lower the eamnings of
the men to $3.25 per dav. she took steps 10 ensure their jobs
and homes. She ordered her stores to extend credit to all who
were in need and supplied house paint and other materials needed
te mamtain their homes, For the next several yeurs. she worked
intermittiently with the Rocky Mountain Fuel Company.

During the presidentiul term of Franklin D. Roosevelt, she
served In several governmental positions. She was director of
the Nattonal Youth Administration (NYA) at one point in her
carcer. In 1937, she again took over management of the ailing
fuel company and secured Jouns from John L. Lewis.

tContinned oun back page)



HECLA MINE

(Continued from page 2)

Alter a few more days the shooting finally ceased permunently
and on May 13, 1914, the Twelfth United States Cavairy from
# For Robinson, Nebraska, relieved the stute milita of their posts.
The people of the town were so0 pleased 0 be rid of the stae
troopers that a parade and @ band concert were held 1w welcome
the federad soldiers. A tenl city, where the soldiers were 10 live,
grew up near the baseball field (Mmer's Field); bul when the
weather began to get cold they moved into the boardinghotses and
other rooms in the homes of the townspeople. The strike continued
for several months, but the strikers and the operators maintained a
somewhat strained but peaceful relationship. The Union was in debt
and ndictments against several of is officers were handed down
by a grand jury which investigated the events that had waken place at
the Heclu Mine. Finally in November 1914, President Wilson
called for federal intervention in the longest strike in Colorado
mining history. The strike officially ended on December 10, 1914,
but the representation of the miners by a strong union was delaved
for several vears. It was not until many vears later that the unions
became more effective in the coal fields of northermn Colorado.

The site of the "Lowsville Plaza”™ shopping center will always
be remembered as the location of the “old™ Hecla Mine,
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WOMEN IN HISTORY

{Continued from page 3)

president of the United Mine Workers Union, many of her friends,
and she also sought wid from the federal government in an atternpt 1o
muintain the jobs and the well-being of the miners. The Rocky
Adountain Fuel Company operated the Monarch Mine when an
" explosion occurred there on January 20, 1936, After a lengthy invest-
mation into the cause of the aceident, the company was found negligent,
In 1944, the Rocky Mountain Fuel Company declared
hunkruptey. Josephine Roche became an assistant to John L. Lewis
and 0 1947 was made director of the United Mine Workers'
sension fund. She remained in this poesition until her dewth in
1971 and she will alwavs be remembered as one who showed
concern and support for the eoal miners and their famities.
Several local women are remembered by many for their
rofes in the history of this area. In the book entitled “Once a
Coal Miner”, by Phyliis Smith. the author tells the story of
Elizabeth Beranek, a Lafayetie resident. who was a strong supporter
of the miners, Each moming she appeared with her children at the
head of the lines of peopke picketing the Columbine Mine

during the strike of 1927, She carried 4 large American flag.
Mrs, Beranek, whose husbund, Joe. was a miner, was the mother
of seventeen children and her six sons eventually became coal
miners. Because of her persistence on belall of the miners, she-
was referred to as the “Amazon™ by a Denver newspaper.

On Junuary 23, 1932 the First Stete Bank in Louisville was
robbed. The only person working in the bank a1 the time was Annic
Varley, Assistant Cashier. Two young customers had entered during
the robbery. Belore the robbers left the bank. Annic Varlev and
the customers were locked 1 the vault. Because of an inside lock,
the hostages were able (o free themselves, and Annte was able to
give g complete description of the robbers which resulied in their
apprehension by the pelice. Mrs. Varley was commended for
remaining calm and assisting the police.

Many women have been active in politics even when they
were not able to vote themselves. Victona Clafin Woodhull became
the first woman in the United States to seek the office of president.
She was borm in Homer, Ohic. in 1838 into o very poor, eccentric
Famuly . Vietoria marned several times; although divoree was alimost
unheurd of at that time, she was divorced at least three times. One
of her husbands helped her and her sister to begin a stock brokerage
business. This proved 1o be o quite successful venture and with
their profis the sisters Tounded a women’s rights and reform
magazine known as the "Woodhull und Clalin Weekiy™. Victoriy's
ardent speechex on women's suffrage won her a place among the
feaders of the movementl. In May 18720 she orzunized a new
politival party and held a convennon of the Equal Righes party.
She accepted its nomunation for president and the former shve.
Fredernck Dougluss was selected to be on the ticket as her running
mute. Douglass refused to take part in the campaign. but Victoria
went o the polls and made a fuiile attempt to vote. After this
defeat. she retumned to writing and lecturing. She became involverd
in many scanduls involving very prominent people. After he
marriage o Johit Murtin. 2 member of & very wealthy Eaglish
hanking fanuly, she made her home in England. In 1892, she and
her daughter began publishing a magazine, “The Humanitaran™,
During her many visits 0 the United States, she stirred up old
scunduls and became involved in some very unpleasant situations.
Even though she bevume noted fur her charitable works, she was
never accepted by the socially elite in England where she died
in 1927,

The designution of March as “Women in History™ month is
a fitting tribute to all women who continue to make many imporiant
and wonthwhic contnbutions © history each day.
¢3ome of the information in this article was taken from the book enntled
“Once o Coul Miner™ by Pivilis Smith and from informution found in
The Boalder Camera )
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