
 

 
City of Louisville 

City Council     749 Main Street     Louisville CO 80027 
303.335.4533 (phone)    303.335.4550 (fax)      www.LouisvilleCO.gov 

 
 

City Council 
Legal Review Committee 

Meeting Agenda 
June 29, 2016 

City Hall – City Manager’s Office 
749 Main Street 

4:00 pm 
 
 

1. Call to Order 
2. Roll Call 
3. Approval of Agenda 
4. Public Comments on Items Not on the Agenda  

(Council requests that public comments be limited to 3 minutes.) 
5. Approval of May 4, 2016 Minutes 
6. Review of Applications for Municipal Judge 
7. Lawsuit Settlements/Litigation Updates 
8. July 28 Meeting Potential Discussion Items 
9. Adjourn 



 

 
City of Louisville 

City Council     749 Main Street     Louisville CO 80027 
303.335.4533 (phone)     303.335.4550 (fax)     www.LouisvilleCO.gov 

City Council 
Legal Review Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
May 4, 2016 

City Hall 
749 Main Street 

8:30 AM 
 
Call to Order – Chairperson Leh called the meeting to order at 4:05 PM. 
 
Roll Call: The following members were present: 

 
Committee Members: Jeff Lipton, City Council  
 Chris Leh, City Council  
 Sue Loo, City Council 
 
Absent: None 
 
Staff Present: Malcolm Fleming, City Manager 

Carol Hanson, Acting City Clerk 
Sam Light, City Attorney 

 Meredyth Muth, Public Relations Manager 
 
Others: None 

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
The agenda was approved by all members as presented. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
None 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM MARCH 31, 2015 
The minutes were approved with an amendment from Light. 
 
PROCESS TO REPLACE MUNICIPAL JUDGE 
Muth stated Judge Joss has submitted a letter of retirement to the Mayor. His last 
day will be June 30th. Muth presented the Committee the draft Request for 
Proposals (RFP) that was in the packet.  
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Light noted the appointment will be for the remaining time in Judge Joss’ term, 
not a full two-year term. He added that whatever process the Committee decides 
upon to fill the position, it will need to be approved by the City Council. 
 
Lipton asked if it is appropriate to take applications or nominations. Leh stated in 
this field applications are generally how it is done. Members agreed on taking 
applications. 
 
Loo stated she would like a new judge that will continue the positive atmosphere 
and tone Judge Joss has created in the Court. Lipton added he wanted to 
continue the existing programs in the court and that the Court continue an 
atmosphere where everyone is treated with respect. 
 
Leh suggested the application include some questions to get to know the 
applicants better. Members agreed. Leh will write some and give them to staff. 
 
Light asked if the Committee wanted to list minimum qualifications in the RFP. 
Members decided on asking for some direct litigation experience or experience 
as a City Attorney. 
 
Muth stated staff would schedule an item for the May 17 meeting for the City 
Council to consider/approve a process for the Legal Review Committee to screen 
the applications and make a recommendation to the City Council on which 
applicant to appoint. 
 
LAWSUIT SETTLEMENTS/LITIGATION UPDATES 
Light gave a brief update. 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE AND POTENTIAL DISCUSSION ITEMS 
The next meeting was scheduled for June 9, but Leh asked if it could be moved 
as he can’t make that date. Muth will look for a new date.  
 
Muth stated the only item on the agenda for the next meeting is the draft 501c3 
policy. 
 
Lipton asked if the Committee could look at expanding the list of prosecutors 
used by the Local Licensing Authority at a future meeting. 
 
ADJOURN 
The meeting adjourned at 9:35 AM. 
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APPLICATION FOR  
LOUISVILLE, COLORADO MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGESHIP 

 
 

I. The information you provide in questions 1 – 34 is public information and will be 
released upon request if the applicant’s name is forwarded to the Louisville City 
Council as a finalist for consideration of appointment. 

  
A.  PERSONAL INFORMATION 

 
1. Full Name:   Kristin N. Brown  
 
2. Are you able to work in the United States on a full-time basis? yes 
 
3. Are you an attorney at law admitted to practice in Colorado?  yes. If so, what is your 

Attorney Registration Number? 19913 
 
4. Current Work Address:  P.O. Box 253, Longmont, CO  80502 

 
5. Current Work Telephone Number: 303-485-7079 
 
6. List your place of residence for the past five years: 

 

Dates City State County 

1996 – 2016 Longmont CO Boulder 

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

 
 

B.  EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND 
 
7. List the names and locations of schools attended, beginning with high school. 

 

Name Location Dates Attended Degree 

Longmont High School Longmont, CO 1980 – 1983 High school 
diploma 

C.U. – Boulder Boulder, CO 1983 – 1987 BA Sociology 

Lewis & Clark Law 
School 

Portland, OR 1987- 1990 JD 
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C.  PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND AND EXPERIENCE 
 
8. List all courts in which you have been admitted to practice, with dates of admission.  Give 

the same information for administrative bodies which require special admission to practice. 
 

Bar Admission Date 

Colorado Supreme Court Approx. 1991 

            

            

            

 
9. Indicate your present employment (list professional partners or associates, if any, and 

include dates). If you currently practice law, describe the nature of your present law practice, 
listing the major types of law you practice and the percentage each constitutes of your total 
practice. 
Municipal attorney, prosecutor, hearing officer, municipal judge. See attached resume for 
clients and judicial appointments. Municipal judge work is about 35% of my practice. 
 

10. If you have focused on any specific area of law listed in number 9, what is it? 
Have focused on municipal law (including prosecution, enforcement, liquor law 
enforcement). 
 

11. Have you practiced in the trial courts of Colorado within the past five years?  If so, please 
state what percentage of your total practice your trial practice constituted and the types of 
matters handled.  
Yes, municipal courts (see resume).  Boulder District Court, Colorado Court of Appeals (on 
appeals out of various municipal courts). 
 

12. Summarize your experience presiding over or serving as an advocate in adversary 
proceedings before administrative boards or commissions. 
I have worked in the area of liquor enforcement for over twenty years – including providing 
legal advice to the Local Liquor Authority, prosecuting liquor violations, and now serving as 
the Brighton Liquor Authority.  
 
 

13. List your prior professional or business employment since completion of your formal 
education (include dates). 
See detailed resume. 
 

14. If you have not been employed continuously since completion of your formal education, 
provide the dates and for each period, describe generally what you were doing. 
NA 
 
 

D.  PROFESSIONAL, COMMUNITY, AND PUBLIC SERVICE 
 
15. List activities in professional associations, including offices held, committees, awards, 

honors, and citations (include dates).  
Colorado Municipal Judge’s Association (2008 – present; CMJA Board member April 2016 – 
present; 2010 – 2014). Boulder County Bar Association (1990 – present). Colorado Bar 
Association (1990 – present). Colorado Municipal League, though now mostly active with 
the municipal judge’s association (1990 – 2010). 
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16. List your recent activities in civic and charitable organizations, including offices held, 
awards, honors, and citations (include dates).  
Board member Longmont Coalition for Women In Crisis (women’s shelter and provide 
service for domestic violence victims; ~1991 – 2000); Boulder County Partners (volunteered 
as senior partner for at risk juvenile; ~1992 – 1998); volunteer with St. Vrain Valley School 
District (working with counselor at local elementary school, paired up with at risk juvenile - 
~1998 – 2002). 
 

17. List all public offices to which you were appointed or elected (include dates served).  Have 
you had any military or other public service?  If so, please give details.  
None. 
 
 

E.  REQUIREMENT TO COMPLY WITH THE LOUISVILLE CITY CHARTER 
AND THE LOUISVILLE CITY CODE 

 
If appointed to the bench, you will be required to comply with the provisions of contained 

in the Louisville City Charter and the Louisville Municipal Code. 
 

18. Do you understand a judge is required to file reports of compensation for quasi-judicial and 
extra-judicial activities in conformance with the Code of Judicial Conduct? 
yes 

 
19. Do you understand that a judge must comply with and is subject to applicable provisions of 

Louisville City Charter and the Louisville Municipal Code, including but not limited to the 
provisions of Section 9-3 of the Charter setting forth principles of conduct for City municipal 
judges? 
yes 
 

20. Do you understand that City of Louisville’s ethics rules provide that independent contractors 
who perform official actions on behalf of the City which involve the use of discretionary 
authority shall not receive any gifts seeking to influence their official actions, that City 
officers and employees similarly shall not receive such gifts, and that you must abide by the 
gift restrictions and any other applicable provisions of the City’s Code of Ethics? 
yes 
 

 
F.  MISCELLANEOUS 

 
21. A Louisville municipal judge is expected to use computer technology for a wide variety of 

functions including word processing, legal research, case management, e-filing and e-mail.  
Do you personally use a computer for any of the purposes listed above or for similar 
purposes?  If yes, describe the functions you perform and state how frequently you perform 
each function.  If no, state whether you will participate in training to develop and maintain 
your personal skills in using computer technology.  
I am a solo practitioner with my own law office. I have no support staff and complete all 
computer work on my own (including word processing, legal research, case management, e-
mail filing, e-mail, billing, financial matters). 
 

22. List the names of no more than three individuals whom you have contacted and who have 
agreed to serve as professional references. If selected as a finalist, we will request you 
provide at least one letter of reference from someone who has knowledge of your legal 
work.  
Randy Davis – Broomfield Municipal Judge 
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Charles Rose – Thornton Municipal Judge 
Will Hardesty – Erie Municipal Judge (also Dacono, Broomfield, Brighton courts) 

 
23. Please attach a statement not to exceed one page in length, double-spaced, discussing the 

reasons why you wish to be appointed to this vacancy and the qualities you would bring to 
the bench if appointed. 
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G. PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT AND ETHICS 

 
24. Have you ever been disciplined or sanctioned for a breach or possible breach of ethics or 

unprofessional conduct by the Supreme Court Grievance Committee, the Attorney 
Regulation Committee, the Presiding Disciplinary Judge, the Colorado Supreme Court, the 
Commission on Judicial Discipline (including a private letter of admonition, reprimand, or 
censure), or by any administrative agency or disciplinary committee?  If so, please give 
details.   
no 
 

25. Do you know if any proceeding is pending against you before the Attorney Regulation 
Committee, the Presiding Disciplinary Judge, the Colorado Supreme Court, or by any 
administrative agency or disciplinary committee?  If so, please give details.  
no 
 

26. Have you ever been convicted (including by plea of guilty or nolo contendere) a felony, 
misdemeanor (including driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs, driving while ability 
impaired by alcohol or drugs), or a serious moving traffic offense in any jurisdiction within or 
outside Colorado?  If so, please give details.   
no 

 
27. Have you ever been a party to or the subject of, or involved in any other legal proceedings, 

civil or criminal (excluding dissolution or bankruptcy proceedings and non-moving minor 
traffic offenses)?  If so, please give details.  
no 
 

28. Have you ever been cited for contempt of Court?   If so, please give details 
no 

 
29. Is there any circumstance or event in your personal or professional life which, if brought to 

the attention of the City of Louisville, might tend to affect adversely your qualifications to 
serve on the Louisville Municipal Court?  no. If so, please explain. NA 
 

30. Do you currently have a valid Colorado driver’s license? If not, please give details.  yes 
 

31. Has your driver’s license ever been revoked or suspended? If so, please give details. no 
 
 

H.  MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION 
 
32. Have you ever failed to file your state or federal income tax return? If so, please explain. 

no 
 

33. Have you been found by the Colorado Department of Revenue, IRS, or any other agency or 
court to have willfully failed to properly disclose your income during the last five years?  If so, 
please give details. 
no 
 

34. Do you owe any unpaid taxes or past-due child support? If so, please explain. 
no 
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CERTIFICATE OF APPLICANT 
 
I understand the submission of this application expresses my willingness to accept appointment 
to the position of municipal judge for the City of Louisville, Colorado, and my willingness to 
abide by the Louisville City Charter and the Louisville Municipal Code, if appointed.  I hereby 
certify that the information given in this application is correct and complete. 
 
 
Date: ________________________ _______________________________________________ 
     Signature of Applicant 
 
     Kristin N. Brown 
     Print or Type Name 
 
 

WAIVER 
 
I grant the City of Louisville, Colorado the right to examine the records of the Attorney 
Regulation Counsel (formerly maintained by the Supreme Court Grievance Committee) and the 
records of the Commission on Judicial Discipline.  I consent to the release of information by 
employers, schools, law enforcement agencies, and other authorized personnel to verify the 
information contained in this application. 
 
 
Date: ________________________ _______________________________________________ 
     Signature of Applicant 
 
     Kristin N. Brown 
     Print or Type Name 
 
 
 
Applications must be submitted by June 20, 2016. 



 

 

 
RE:  Municipal Judge Application, Question 23 
 
 I am very interested in the Louisville Municipal Judge position and feel that I am well qualified 

to fill the open position. Based on the communities I now serve (as municipal judge and in other legal 

capacities), I believe that I would very much enjoy serving the Louisville community in this capacity. 

 Because of my municipal court experience I am very familiar with municipal court rules of 

procedure. In addition, because of my extensive experience in the field of municipal law, I have a firm 

understanding of the nature of the cases that come before a municipal judge (including code violations, 

land use violations, and other non-criminal enforcement matters).  

 I have worked as a municipal judge since 2008, and now serve as presiding judge in Brighton 

and Lyons (as well as associate judge in three communities).  I have found that my municipal law and 

municipal prosecutor experience has been very helpful to my work on the bench. My entire law 

practice has been, and continues to be, related to some form of municipal law. 

 Since 2011 I have served as Special Prosecutor handling liquor code violations that come 

before the Louisville Liquor Authority.  In that regard, I have worked closely with staff and encourage 

you to inquire of staff as to their experience in working with me.  

  As municipal judge I continually work to improve the efficiency, effectiveness and integrity of 

the Court. These goals would continue with the Louisville Municipal Court. 

 I have talked with Judge Bruce Joss about the position, the court dockets and the general nature 

of the court. Based on the information he shared, I feel that I am able to meet the needs of the City in 

the event I am appointed to the position.  

 

  

 



 

 

 
RESUME OF KRISTIN NORDECK BROWN 

 
EDUCATION 
 
 Bachelor of Arts, University of Colorado, Boulder, CO August  1987 
 
 Juris Doctor, Northwestern School of Law at   1990 
 Lewis and Clark College, Portland, OR 
 
LICENSE TO PRACTICE LAW 
 
 State of Colorado      1990 
 
JUDICIAL EXPERIENCE 
 
 Presiding Judge, Brighton Municipal Court   November 2010 - present 
 
 Associate Judge, Brighton Municipal Court   October 2009 - Nov. 2010 
 
 Associate Judge,  Thornton Municipal Court   November 2008 – present 
 
 Associate Judge, Broomfield Municipal Court  2012 – present 
 
 Associate Judge, Superior Municipal Court   2014 - present 
 
 Presiding Judge, Lyons Municipal Court   October 2010 - present 
 
HEARING OFFICER EXPERIENCE 
 
 Hearing Officer (administrative appeal matters)  2006 - present 
 Federal Heights, Commerce City, Sheridan, Littleton, 
 Clear Creek Fire Authority, Lakewood 
 
 Brighton Liquor Authority     September 2015 - present 
 
 Hearing Officer, City of Thornton    July 2003 – present 
 
 
MUNICIPAL LAW EXPERIENCE 
 
 Since 1990 have provided legal services to municipalities, to include legal counsel to City 
Council/Town Boards, prosecution services, liquor enforcement, legal counsel to police 
departments, drafting of ordinances.  Municipal clients have included Erie, Frederick, Mead, 
Lyons, Wellington, Louisville, Lafayette, Thornton, Woodland Park, Dillon, Ft. Lupton. 
 
 



 

 

MEMBER OF 
 
 Colorado Bar Association 
 Boulder County Bar Association 
 Colorado Municipal Judges Association (Board Member) 
   
 
REFERENCES 
 
 Judge Randy Davis, Presiding Judge, Broomfield Municipal Court 
 
 Judge Charles Rose, Presiding Judge, Thornton Municipal Court 
 
 Judge Will Hardesty, Municipal Judge, Brighton Municipal Court, Broomfield Municipal 
 Court, Erie Municipal Court, Dacono Municipal Court 
 
 Chief Gary Barbour, Frederick Police Department, former Division Chief, Lakewood 
 Police Department 
 
 Chief Marc Vasquez, Erie Police Department 
 
 Mark Shapiro, Erie Town Attorney, Dillon Town Attorney 
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APPLICATION FOR 
LOUISVILLE, COLORADO MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGESHIP 

I. The information you provide in questions 1 – 34 is public information and will be 
released upon request if the applicant’s name is forwarded to the Louisville City Council 

as a finalist for consideration of appointment. 

A.  PERSONAL INFORMATION 

1. Full Name:  Claybourne Murray (“Clay”) Douglas  

2. Are you able to work in the United States on a full-time basis? Yes 

3. Are you an attorney at law admitted to practice in Colorado?  Yes.  If so, what is your 
Attorney Registration Number?  6346 

4. Current Work Address:  1124 Princeton Drive, Longmont, Colorado 80503 

5. Current Work Telephone Number: 720-244-3312 

6. List your place of residence for the past five years: 

Dates City State County 

July 1988 to Present Longmont Colorado Boulder 

 

B.  EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND 

7. List the names and locations of schools attended, beginning with high school. 

Name Location Dates Attended Degree 

Stephen F.  Austin High School El Paso, Texas 9/1/61-6/1/65 Diploma 

Texas Tech University Lubbock, Texas 9/1/65-5/31/69 B.A. 

University of Texas School of Law Austin, Texas 9/1/69-12/31/71 J.D. 
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C.  PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND AND EXPERIENCE 

8. List all courts in which you have been admitted to practice, with dates of admission.  Give 
the same information for administrative bodies which require special admission to practice. 

Bar Admission Date 

State of Texas state courts April 20, 1972 

State of Alaska state courts October 13, 1972 

US District Court, Alaska November 8, 1973 

US Court of Appeals, Ninth Circuit November 29, 1973 

State of Colorado state courts May 19, 1975 

US District Court, Colorado May 19, 1975 

US Court of Appeals, Tenth Circuit May 19, 1975 

US Supreme Court February 19, 1985 

 

9. Indicate your present employment (list professional partners or associates, if any, and 
include dates).  If you currently practice law, describe the nature of your present law 
practice, listing the major types of law you practice and the percentage each constitutes of 
your total practice. 

While presently retired from full-time law practice, I am doing part-time municipal law 
consulting work.  Most recently, I have worked with Hoffmann, Parker, Wilson & Carberry, 
P.C. to update several municipal codes to eliminate content-based sign regulations and to 
clarify commercial mobile radio system (CMRS) facility height limits.  Municipal law 
comprises 100% of my practice. 

10. Have you practiced in the trial courts of Colorado within the past five years?  If so, please 
state what percentage of your total practice your trial practice constituted and the types of 
matters handled.  

I have practiced in Colorado trial courts within the past 5 years, representing the City of 
Boulder in state court litigation involving irrigation ditch easements, road and bridge rights-
of-way and access to public records under the Colorado Criminal Justice Records Act.  Trial 
court practice has constituted approximately 10% of my total practice. 

11. Summarize your experience presiding over or serving as an advocate in adversary 
proceedings before administrative stop was boards or commissions. 

As independent hearing officer for the Town of Lyons, I have presided over administrative 
hearings and issued administrative rulings in adversary proceedings (involving parties 
represented by attorneys) regarding interpretation and enforcement of the Lyons Municipal 
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Code.  As Longmont City Attorney, and as City of Boulder Senior Assistant City Attorney, I 
have represented municipal clients in numerous proceedings before administrative boards 
or commissions, including the Colorado Civil Rights Commission, the US Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission and local licensing authorities.  As Standing Master for the Alaska 
Superior Court, I have presided at judgment debtor examinations, heard and decided 
probate matters and judgment amounts in default cases involving unliquidated claims. 

12. List your prior professional or business employment since completion of your formal 
education (include dates). 

Hoffmann, Parker, Wilson & Carberry, P.C.: Contract Associate (March 2016 to date) 

City of Boulder, Colorado: Senior Assistant City Attorney (November 2009-February 2015) 

Town of Lyons, Colorado: 

 Special Counsel (July-August 2009) 

 Hearing Officer (March-August 2009) 

Jefferson County, Colorado: Assistant County Attorney (January 2009) 

City of Longmont, Colorado: City Attorney (January 1988-December 2008) 

City of Aurora, Colorado: 

 Deputy City Attorney (June 1986-January 1988) 

 Managing Municipal Prosecutor (October 1980-June, 1986) 

 Assistant City Attorney (September 1977-October 1980)  

Solo part-time private practice, including criminal defense, child support collections and 
Guardian Ad Litem (1977-1981) 

Mosley, Wells & Spence, Attorneys at Law, Denver, Colorado: Associate (May 1977-
September 1977) 

Municipality of Anchorage, Alaska: Assistant Municipal Attorney (January 1976-April 
1977) 

Greene and Bankston, Attorneys at Law, Anchorage, Alaska: Associate (September-
December 1975) 

Greater Anchorage Area Borough, Alaska: Assistant Borough Attorney (May 1973-
November 1974) 

Alaska Superior Court, Third Judicial District, Anchorage, Alaska: Standing Master and 
Court Attorney (May 1972-May 1973) 
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13. If you have not been employed continuously since completion of your formal education, 
provide the dates and for each period, describe generally what you were doing. 

November 1974-September 1975: I resigned my position with the Greater Anchorage Area 
Borough Attorney’s Office and moved from Alaska to Colorado.  I studied and sat for the 
Colorado Bar Examination, awaited Colorado bar admission, and sought employment as an 
attorney.  In September 1975 (not having secured an acceptable position in Colorado), I 
accepted employment with an Alaska law firm and returned to Alaska.   

April-May 1977:  I resigned my position with the Municipality of Anchorage and moved to 
Colorado, where I accepted a position with a Denver law firm. 

December 2008-January 2009: In December 2008, I retired from the City of Longmont and 
was fully retired until January 2009.   

February-March 2009: I resigned my position with the Jefferson County Attorney’s office, 
and was fully retired until March 2009.   

August-November 2009: After completing part-time contract assignments for the Town of 
Lyons in August 2009.  I was fully retired until November 2009.  Among other things, my 
wife and I have done some recreational travel together. 

February 2015 to March 2016: After retiring from the Boulder City Attorney’s Office, I was 
fully retired until March 2016.  Among other things, my wife and I have done additional 
recreational travel together. 

D.  PROFESSIONAL, COMMUNITY, AND PUBLIC SERVICE 

14. List activities in professional associations, including offices held, committees, awards, 
honors, and citations (include dates).  

International Municipal Lawyers Association:  

Tenth Circuit North Regional Vice President (2006 -2008);  

Colorado State Chair (2005-2006); 

Colorado Municipal League: 

Board Member and Attorneys Section President (2004-2005); 

Attorneys Section Vice President (2003-2004); 

Guest lecturer and panelist at several conferences.  Topics include: 

Municipal Court Rule Changes; 

Use of Technology in Municipal Legal Practice; 

First Amendment Jeopardy!  A City Attorney’s Survey of Key First Amendment 
Issues. 
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Metro City Attorneys Association: 

Member (1988-2008); 

Outstanding City Attorney Award (2008); 

President (2004-2005);  

Outstanding Deputy City Attorney Award (1987);  

Special Accomplishment Award (1986) 

Colorado Municipal Judges Association (1980-1988):  

Guest lecturer and panelist at several seminars.  Subjects include: Evidence; Criminal 
Procedure; Discovery. 

15. List your recent activities in civic and charitable organizations, including offices held, 
awards, honors, and citations (include dates).  

Member: Longmont Silver Dollars.  Silver Dollars is an organization for seniors (55+ years) to 
promote giving and community involvement among older adults.  We strive to create an 
interactive and fun atmosphere for older adults to discuss community issues and to help other 
not-for-profit organizations to use small grants to serve seniors in new ways.  (April 2016 to 
present) 

Team member: Longs Peak United Methodist Church fellowship team.  This team provides 
refreshments and promotes fellowship among our congregation.  (June 2000 to present) 

Outlook United Resources (OUR) Center food service volunteer to provide cooked meals to 
disadvantaged persons in Longmont.  (Occasionally since 2015).   

Longmont Rotary Club member and Paul Harris Fellow (1988-2008) 

16. List all public offices to which you were appointed or elected (include dates served).  Have 
you had any military or other public service?  If so, please give details.  

City of Boulder, Colorado Senior Assistant City Attorney (November 2009-February 2015) 

Town of Lyons, Colorado Special Counsel (July-August 2009) 

Town of Lyons, Colorado Hearing Officer (March-August 2009) 

Jefferson County, Colorado Assistant County Attorney (January 2009) 

City of Longmont, Colorado City Attorney (January 1988-December 2008) 

Colorado Supreme Court Committee on Municipal Court Rules amendments (1987) 
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City of Aurora, Colorado: 

Deputy City Attorney (June 1986-January 1988) 

Managing Municipal Prosecutor (October 1980-June 1986) 

Assistant City Attorney (September 1977-October 1980)  

Municipality of Anchorage Assistant Municipal Attorney (January 1976-April 1977) 

Greater Anchorage Area Borough Assistant Borough Attorney (May 1973-November 1974) 

Alaska Superior Court Standing Master and Court Attorney (May 1972-May 1973) 

I have had no military service.   

E.  REQUIREMENT TO COMPLY WITH THE LOUISVILLE CITY CHARTER 
AND THE LOUISVILLE CITY CODE 

If appointed to the bench, you will be required to comply with the provisions of contained in the 
Louisville City Charter and the Louisville Municipal Code. 

17. Do you understand a judge is required to file reports of compensation for quasi-judicial and 
extra-judicial activities in conformance with the Code of Judicial Conduct? 

Yes  

18. Do you understand that a judge must comply with and is subject to applicable provisions of 
Louisville City Charter and the Louisville Municipal Code, including but not limited to the 
provisions of Section 9-3 of the Charter setting forth principles of conduct for City municipal 
judges? 

Yes 

19. Do you understand that City of Louisville’s ethics rules provide that independent contractors 
who perform official actions on behalf of the City which involve the use of discretionary 
authority shall not receive any gifts seeking to influence their official actions, that City 
officers and employees similarly shall not receive such gifts, and that you must abide by the 
gift restrictions and any other applicable provisions of the City’s Code of Ethics? 

Yes 

F.  MISCELLANEOUS 

20. A Louisville municipal judge is expected to use computer technology for a wide variety of 
functions including word processing, legal research, case management, e-filing and e-mail.  
Do you personally use a computer for any of the purposes listed above or for similar 
purposes?  If yes, describe the functions you perform and state how frequently you perform 
each function.  If no, state whether you will participate in training to develop and maintain 
your personal skills in using computer technology.  

Yes, I personally use a computer for all of the functions listed above. 
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Word processing: daily 

Case Management: weekly 

E-filing: infrequently 

Email: daily 

21. List the names of no more than three individuals whom you have contacted and who have 
agreed to serve as professional references.  If selected as a finalist, we will request you 
provide at least one letter of reference from someone who has knowledge of your legal 
work.   

Thomas A. Carr 
City Attorney  
PO Box 791 
Boulder, CO  80306 
Phone: (303) 441-3832 
Email: carrt@bouldercolorado.gov 
 
David Gehr 
PO Box 791 
Boulder, CO  80306 
Phone: (303) 441-4121 
Email: gehrd@bouldercolorado.gov 
  
Charles (Charlie) Richardson,  
Council Member Ward IV 
15151 E. Alameda Parkway 
Aurora, CO 80012 
Phone: (720) 320-0808 
Email: swato@aol.com 
 

22. Please attach a statement not to exceed one page in length, double-spaced, discussing the 
reasons why you wish to be appointed to this vacancy and the qualities you would bring to 
the bench if appointed. 

G. PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT AND ETHICS 

23. Have you ever been disciplined or sanctioned for a breach or possible breach of ethics or 
unprofessional conduct by the Supreme Court Grievance Committee, the Attorney 
`Regulation Committee, the Presiding Disciplinary Judge, the Colorado Supreme Court, the 
Commission on Judicial Discipline (including a private letter of admonition, reprimand, or 
censure), or by any administrative agency or disciplinary committee?  If so, please give 
details.   

I have never been disciplined or sanctioned for breach or possible breach of ethics or 
unprofessional conduct. 

mailto:carrt@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:gehrd@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:swato@aol.com
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24. Do you know if any proceeding is pending against you before the Attorney Regulation 
Committee, the Presiding Disciplinary Judge, the Colorado Supreme Court, or by any 
administrative agency or disciplinary committee?  If so, please give details.  

To my knowledge, no such proceeding is pending. 

25. Have you ever been convicted (including by plea of guilty or nolo contendere) a felony, 
misdemeanor (including driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs, driving while ability 
impaired by alcohol or drugs), or a serious moving traffic offense in any jurisdiction within or 
outside Colorado?  If so, please give details.   

I have never been convicted of any of the listed offenses. 

26. Have you ever been a party to or the subject of, or involved in any other legal proceedings, 
civil or criminal (excluding dissolution or bankruptcy proceedings and non-moving minor 
traffic offenses)?  If so, please give details.  

In 1977, my wife and I filed a civil lawsuit against a real estate agent in Denver to recover an 
earnest money deposit for a real estate purchase.  The case was resolved when the agent 
returned the earnest money deposit. 

About 1986 or 1987, Aurora, Colorado police officers arrested and charged several people 
with public order offenses arising from a melee at an Aurora nightclub.  Some of those 
arrestees filed a civil action against the arresting officers and the City.  The action also 
named me (as the prosecutor who handled the municipal charges).  The action against me 
was dismissed with prejudice. 

27. Have you ever been cited for contempt of Court?  If so, please give details. 

I have never been cited for contempt of court.   

28. Is there any circumstance or event in your personal or professional life which, if brought to 
the attention of the City of Louisville, might tend to affect adversely your qualifications to 
serve on the Louisville Municipal Court?  If so, please explain.   

To my knowledge, there is no such circumstance or event. 

29. Do you currently have a valid Colorado driver’s license?  If not, please give details.   

I currently have a valid Colorado driver’s license. 

30. Has your driver’s license ever been revoked or suspended?  If so, please give details.   

My driver’s license has never been revoked or suspended  

H.  MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION 

31. Have you ever failed to file your state or federal income tax return?  If so, please explain. 

I have never failed to file my state or federal income tax return. 
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32. Have you been found by the Colorado Department of Revenue, IRS, or any other agency or 
court to have willfully failed to properly disclose your income during the last five years?  If so, 
please give details. 

I have never been found by any agency or court to have willfully failed to properly disclose 
my income. 

33. Do you owe any unpaid taxes or past-due child support?  If so, please explain. 

I do not owe any unpaid taxes or past-due child support. 

CERTIFICATE OF APPLICANT 

I understand the submission of this application expresses my willingness to accept appointment 
to the position of municipal judge for the City of Louisville, Colorado, and my willingness to 
abide by the Louisville City Charter and the Louisville Municipal Code, if appointed.  I hereby 
certify that the information given in this application is correct and complete. 

 
Date: 6/20/2016    _______________________________________________ 

     Signature of Applicant 

 

     Claybourne M.  Douglas      

     Print or Type Name 

 

WAIVER 

 

I grant the City of Louisville, Colorado the right to examine the records of the Attorney 
Regulation Counsel (formerly maintained by the Supreme Court Grievance Committee) and the 
records of the Commission on Judicial Discipline.  I consent to the release of information by 
employers, schools, law enforcement agencies, and other authorized personnel to verify the 
information contained in this application. 

 

 



 

Page 10 of 10 

 

 
Date: 6/20/2016    _______________________________________________ 

     Signature of Applicant 

 

     Claybourne M.  Douglas      

     Print or Type Name 



Clay Douglas Louisville Municipal Judge Application Attachment 

Clay Douglas Louisville Municipal Judge Application Attachment.docx 6/20/16 6/20/16 

Reasons I wish to be appointed to Louisville Municipal Judge vacancy:   

After a long and successful municipal law career, I wish to remain professionally active 

by applying my significant municipal court knowledge and experience to benefit the community. 

Qualities I would bring to the bench if appointed: 

Experience and familiarity with municipal court issues: I personally handled the 

following reported cases resolving municipal court procedure and evidence issues:  Bradford v. 

Longmont Mun. Court, 830 P.2d 1135 (juvenile rights to municipal court jury trials); People v. 

Wright, 742 P.2d 316 and Priday v. People, 742 P.2d 321 (municipal courts not subject to 

compulsory joinder statute); Kinney v. Young, 689 P.2d 614 (municipal jail is a "common jail" 

under state law); Alley v. Kal, 616 P.2d 191 (defendant’s pre-trial conference request suspends 

speedy trial period); People v. Walker, 610 P.2d 496 (judicial notice and foundation for traffic 

radar reading); People v. Stribel, 609 P.2d 113 (police patrol car speedometer records as 

admissible evidence); People v. District Court, 599 P.2d 260 (Colorado Criminal Code 

inapplicable to municipal court prosecution). 

The Colorado Supreme Court appointed me to its committee for comprehensive revisions 

of the Colorado Municipal Court Rules.  I worked successfully with the Colorado Municipal 

League and city lobbyists to improve municipal court probation law (C.R.S. § 13-10-113(2), 

Laws 1987, H.B.1007, § 1).  At the Aurora Municipal Court, I implemented one of Colorado’s 

first municipal court domestic violence victim advocate programs. 

Strong organizational skills:  For example, at the City of Longmont, I designed and 

implemented an electronic subpoena system (including e-mail subpoenas and returns) to timely 

and efficiently issue, serve, and track municipal court subpoenas using standard office software. 
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APPLICATION FOR  
LOUISVILLE, COLORADO MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGESHIP 

 
 

I. The information you provide in questions 1 – 34 is public information and will be 
released upon request if the applicant’s name is forwarded to the Louisville City 
Council as a finalist for consideration of appointment. 

  
A.  PERSONAL INFORMATION 

 
1. Full Name:   Willard Benson Hardesty  
 
2. Are you able to work in the United States on a full-time basis?  Yes 
 
3. Are you an attorney at law admitted to practice in Colorado?  Yes.  If so, what is your 

Attorney Registration Number?  1916 
 
4. Current Work Address:  Home address; I am retired from the practice of law:  12420 West 

Ellsworth Place, Lakewood, CO 80228 
 

5. Current Work Telephone Number: Personal cellphone number; I am retired from the practice 
of law:  303-829-9487. 

 
6. List your place of residence for the past five years: 

 

Dates City State County 

1998 through present Lakewood CO Jefferson 

 
 

B.  EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND 
 
7. List the names and locations of schools attended, beginning with high school. 

 

Name Location Dates Attended Degree 

Wheat Ridge High 
School 

Wheat Ridge, CO September, 1961-June, 
1964 

Diploma 

Doane College Crete, NE September, 1964-June, 
1965 

None 

University of Kansas Lawrence, KS September, 1965-June, 
1968 

B.S., Journal-
ism 

University of Kansas, 
School of Law 

Lawrence, KS September, 1968-June, 
1969 

None 

University of Colorado, 
School of Law 

Boulder, CO September, 1969-June, 
1971 

JD 

 
 
 

C.  PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND AND EXPERIENCE 
 
8. List all courts in which you have been admitted to practice, with dates of admission.  Give 

the same information for administrative bodies which require special admission to practice. 
 

Bar Admission Date 
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Colorado October, 1971 

U.S. District Court, Colorado October, 1971 

U.S. Court of Appeals, 10th Circuit October, 1973 

U.S. Supreme Court January, 1978 

Navajo Nation Bar Association June, 2003 

Courts of the Hopi Nation August, 2004 

 
9. Indicate your present employment (list professional partners or associates, if any, and 

include dates). If you currently practice law, describe the nature of your present law practice, 
listing the major types of law you practice and the percentage each constitutes of your total 
practice. 
 I am retied from the practice of law.  I am currently serving as a Municipal Judge for the 
following municipalities:  Brighton, Broomfield, Dacono, Erie, Firestone, Fort Lupton, 
Frederick, Keenesburg, Thornton and Wheat Ridge.  Previously, I practiced law from 
October 1, 1971 until December 6, 2012. 
 

10. If you have focused on any specific area of law listed in number 9, what is it? 
 At first, my practice was primarily family and criminal law.  I did dissolutions, both simple 
and complex, child custody disputes, change of custody disputes, child support actions and 
actions to change child support, representing both male and female clients, both custodial 
and non-custodial parents.  I did a wide variety of misdemeanor and felony actions, in both 
the Federal and state courts.  Gradually, my practice evolved to the point where it was 
heavily financially-oriented and business-oriented.  I represented a number of small- and 
medium-sized businesses, several credit unions and a variety of individuals (primarily in 
business, estate-planning/administration and real estate matters).  I also did collaborative 
family law and more traditional family law.  I did mediation and other alternative dispute 
resolution (ADR) through Jeffco Judicial Center for Solutions. 
 

11. Have you practiced in the trial courts of Colorado within the past five years?  If so, please 
state what percentage of your total practice your trial practice constituted and the types of 
matters handled.  
 I retired from the practice of law on December 6, 2012.  That is almost four years ago. 
Prior to retiring, I was in the process of winding down my practice, and I really did not do 
much trial work for the year or so prior to my retirement.  I referred cases to other attorneys 
if the case looked like it would take a lot of time and/or require trial work. 
 

12. Summarize your experience presiding over or serving as an advocate in adversary 
proceedings before administrative boards or commissions. 
 I was first appointed as a Municipal Judge on February 26, 1990.  I have been a judge 
continuously since then.  I was appointed as an Administrative Hearing Officer in the City of 
Wheat Ridge in 2007.  As time has gone by, I have essentially become the primary 
Administrative Hearing Officer for the City.  In December 2008, I was appointed as the 
Liquor Licensing Authority for the Town of Erie.  In December, 2011, I was appointed as an 
Administrative Hearing Officer for the City of Thornton. 
 
 

13. List your prior professional or business employment since completion of your formal 
education (include dates). 

 1967 until 1981, I was a record and live-music critic for The Kansas City Star, The Rocky 
Mountain News, The Denver Post and The Denver Business Journal. 

 October 1, 1971 until December 6, 2012, I was in my own practice of law. 
1980 until 1987, I served as a contract public defender in the Lakewood Municipal Court.  

My office-mate, Tom Elliott, and I were chosen by the judges of the Court to start that public de-
fender program. 
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February, 1990-June, 2010:  Part-time judge, Lakewood Municipal Court; retired in June, 
2010 in honor of my deceased wife who very much wanted me to retire.   

1994-present:  Relief Judge, Wheat Ridge Municipal Court.  2007-present:  Administra-
tive Hearing Officer for the City of Wheat Ridge.  

1998-2002, 2003-present:  Associate Judge, Broomfield Municipal Court.  2007-present:  
Judge presiding over the Community Alternative Dispute Resolution Program in the Court.  
2011 (April-July):  Interim Presiding Judge of the Court. 

1999-present:  Associate Judge, Thornton Municipal Court.  December, 2011-present—
Administrative Hearing Officer for the City. 

2002-2016:  Associate Judge, Golden Municipal Court. 
2004:  Special Relief Prosecutor, Lafayette Municipal Court. 
2004:  Special Relief Judge, Alamosa Municipal Court. 
September, 2008-January, 2009:  Interim Judge, Dacono Municipal Court.    January, 

2009-present:  Judge, Dacono Municipal Court. 
December, 2008-present:  Judge, Erie Municipal Court.  I also serve as the Liquor Li-

censing Authority for the Town. 
January, 2009-present:  Associate Judge, Frederick Municipal Court. 
July, 2010-present:  Associate Judge, Firestone Municipal Court. 
November, 2010-present:  Associate Judge, Brighton Municipal Court. 
Fall, 2012-present:  Associate Judge, Fort Lupton Municipal Court.   

            November, 2013-present:  Judge, Keenesburg Municipal Court. 
 

14. If you have not been employed continuously since completion of your formal education, 
provide the dates and for each period, describe generally what you were doing. 
Not applicable. 
 
 

D.  PROFESSIONAL, COMMUNITY, AND PUBLIC SERVICE 
 
15. List activities in professional associations, including offices held, committees, awards, 

honors, and citations (include dates).  
Professional activities 

Volunteer court mediator, Jefferson County District Court—Fall, 2003-2012. 
Native American Tribal Court Committee of the National Conference of Specialized Court 

Judges of the American Bar Association—2002-2006; Chair 2002-3. 
Colorado Municipal Judges Association—Board of Directors 1994-1998, 2003-2010 and 

2011-2016.  Minority Affairs Chair/Diversity Proponent, 2000-present.  Secretary, 2005-6.  
Treasurer, 2006-7.  Vice-President, 2007-8.  President, 2008-9.   

Colorado Bar Association—Municipal Judges’ Association member of the Family 
Violence Steering Committee—2004 until the Committee was disbanded in 2012. 
 First Judicial District Bar Association—various committee assignments, including Judicial 
Poll, Publications, Nominating, and Awards Banquet Committees.  Editor of The Proclama-
tion (monthly newsletter), 2001-2004. 

Colorado Collaborative Family Law Professionals—member 2001-2004. 
 Mile High Collaborative Law Professionals—member 2006-7. 
 Denver Metropolitan Lawyer Referral Service, Board of Directors—member 2008-2009 
 
Community activities 
 Lakewood Commission on Cultural Diversity and Human Relations—member 1999-2003; 
Chair—2000-2002; “senior” Advisory Committee member 2003-2005. 
 Mayor’s select committee concerning the establishment of a Youth Commission in the 
City of Lakewood—February, 2001. 
 Lakewood Citizen Police Academy—Fall, 2000 graduate.  
 Applewood Business Association—1984-2013; general counsel, member of the Board of 
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Directors for seven years, vice-president one year. 
 Wheat Ridge High School Class of '64 Reunion, Inc.—president; member of the organiz-
ing committee for 40+ years. 
 Wheat Ridge High School Band Reunion, Inc.—general counsel and financial manager, 
1993-2001. 
 Denver March Pow Wow—general counsel for seven years. 
 Lakewood Heritage Pow Wow—planning committee member 1998-2004; tri-chair, 2003-
2004. 
 Gourd Dance—initiated March 9, 1996. 
 Golden Community Choirs (umbrella organization for three vocal groups)—legal advisor, 
2004 until after my wife (who was a member of the Choir) died in 2010. 
 
 

16. List your recent activities in civic and charitable organizations, including offices held, 
awards, honors, and citations (include dates).  
I really have not been active (other than as stated above) since my wife was stricken with 
pancreatic cancer in 2009 and died in 2010. 
 

17. List all public offices to which you were appointed or elected (include dates served).  Have 
you had any military or other public service?  If so, please give details.  
I have never been appointed to a public office (other than the judicial positions which are 
mentioned herein).  I have never been elected to a public office.  I have no military service.  I 
have no public service other than is stated herein. 
 
 

E.  REQUIREMENT TO COMPLY WITH THE LOUISVILLE CITY CHARTER 
AND THE LOUISVILLE CITY CODE 

 
If appointed to the bench, you will be required to comply with the provisions of contained 

in the Louisville City Charter and the Louisville Municipal Code. 
 

18. Do you understand a judge is required to file reports of compensation for quasi-judicial and 
extra-judicial activities in conformance with the Code of Judicial Conduct? 
Yes. 

 
19. Do you understand that a judge must comply with and is subject to applicable provisions of 

Louisville City Charter and the Louisville Municipal Code, including but not limited to the 
provisions of Section 9-3 of the Charter setting forth principles of conduct for City municipal 
judges? 
Yes. 
 

20. Do you understand that City of Louisville’s ethics rules provide that independent contractors 
who perform official actions on behalf of the City which involve the use of discretionary 
authority shall not receive any gifts seeking to influence their official actions, that City 
officers and employees similarly shall not receive such gifts, and that you must abide by the 
gift restrictions and any other applicable provisions of the City’s Code of Ethics? 
Yes 
 

 
F.  MISCELLANEOUS 

 
21. A Louisville municipal judge is expected to use computer technology for a wide variety of 

functions including word processing, legal research, case management, e-filing and e-mail.  
Do you personally use a computer for any of the purposes listed above or for similar 
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purposes?  If yes, describe the functions you perform and state how frequently you perform 
each function.  If no, state whether you will participate in training to develop and maintain 
your personal skills in using computer technology.  
 Yes.  I started using a computer in 1982 to prepare pleadings and billings in my practice.  
During the last years of my law practice, I complied with all of the requirements regarding e-
filing of pleadings.  So, many of my pleadings were prepared on my computer and filed 
directly from that computer.  When doing legal research, I usually take notes using my 
computer.  As journalism major and a former writer, I use my computer to do 99% of my 
writing.  As a judge, I use my computer to prepare Orders that I need to enter.  The most 
recent concrete example I can give is that I used my computer to prepare 15 pages of notes 
and an outline for a verbal order I needed to deliver in an Erie Municipal Court case. 
 

22. List the names of no more than three individuals whom you have contacted and who have 
agreed to serve as professional references. If selected as a finalist, we will request you 
provide at least one letter of reference from someone who has knowledge of your legal 
work.  

Randall J. Davis, Presiding Judge, Broomfield Municipal Court. 17 DesCombes Drive, 
Broomfield, CO 80020.  720-887-2133. 

Charles J. Rose, Presiding Judge, Thornton Municipal Court, 9551 Civic Center Drive, 
Thornton, CO 80229.  720-977-5440. 

Andrew Ausmus and/or Christy Ausmus, Prosecuting Attorney(s) in Dacono, Firestone, 
Fort Lupton and Keenesburg Municipal Courts.  (I also worked with them in the Broomfield Mu-
nicipal Court.)  6020 Greenwood Plaza Blvd., Suite 100, Greenwood Village, CO 80111.  303-
694-4248. 
 
23. Please attach a statement not to exceed one page in length, double-spaced, discussing the 

reasons why you wish to be appointed to this vacancy and the qualities you would bring to 
the bench if appointed. 

 
 

G. PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT AND ETHICS 
 
24. Have you ever been disciplined or sanctioned for a breach or possible breach of ethics or 

unprofessional conduct by the Supreme Court Grievance Committee, the Attorney 
Regulation Committee, the Presiding Disciplinary Judge, the Colorado Supreme Court, the 
Commission on Judicial Discipline (including a private letter of admonition, reprimand, or 
censure), or by any administrative agency or disciplinary committee?  If so, please give 
details.   
No. 
 

25. Do you know if any proceeding is pending against you before the Attorney Regulation 
Committee, the Presiding Disciplinary Judge, the Colorado Supreme Court, or by any 
administrative agency or disciplinary committee?  If so, please give details.  
I do not know of any such proceeding.  I do not believe any such proceeding is pending.  I 
have not received any notice of any such proceeding. 
 

26. Have you ever been convicted (including by plea of guilty or nolo contendere) a felony, 
misdemeanor (including driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs, driving while ability 
impaired by alcohol or drugs), or a serious moving traffic offense in any jurisdiction within or 
outside Colorado?  If so, please give details.   
No. 

 
27. Have you ever been a party to or the subject of, or involved in any other legal proceedings, 

civil or criminal (excluding dissolution or bankruptcy proceedings and non-moving minor 
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traffic offenses)?  If so, please give details.  
 Approximately 45 years ago, I sued United Press International in the Denver Superior 
Court for breach of contract.  UPI had offered me a summer job in the Denver bureau, and, 
at a very late date, withdrew that offer.  I felt that UPI either should have performed on its 
agreement to hire me for the summer or should pay me for the money I lost because I 
needed it to pay law school tuition.  I lost that suit. 

 Approximately 40 years ago, I was sued by a person who I erroneously thought was a 
defendant in a case in which I represented the plaintiff.  When the defendant failed to appear at 
a court hearing, thereby disregarding a subpoena, I asked for a bench warrant and the wrong 
person was arrested.  This case is reported as Havens v. Hardesty, 600 P.2d 116 (Ct.App, 
1979). 

 Approximately 30-35 years ago, a client who felt I had mis-handled a foreclosure action 
sued me.  This suit was filed in the Jefferson County District Court.  This suit was dismissed 
with prejudice prior to trial on a Motion for Summary Judgment filed by the attorney 
representing me. 
 

28. Have you ever been cited for contempt of Court?   If so, please give details 
No. 

 
29. Is there any circumstance or event in your personal or professional life which, if brought to 

the attention of the City of Louisville, might tend to affect adversely your qualifications to 
serve on the Louisville Municipal Court?  No.  If so, please explain. Not applicable. 
 

30. Do you currently have a valid Colorado driver’s license? If not, please give details.  Yes. 
 

31. Has your driver’s license ever been revoked or suspended? If so, please give details. No. 
 
 

H.  MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION 
 
32. Have you ever failed to file your state or federal income tax return? If so, please explain. 

No. 
 

33. Have you been found by the Colorado Department of Revenue, IRS, or any other agency or 
court to have willfully failed to properly disclose your income during the last five years?  If so, 
please give details. 
No. 
 

34. Do you owe any unpaid taxes or past-due child support? If so, please explain. 
No. 
 
 

CERTIFICATE OF APPLICANT 
 
I understand the submission of this application expresses my willingness to accept appointment 
to the position of municipal judge for the City of Louisville, Colorado, and my willingness to 
abide by the Louisville City Charter and the Louisville Municipal Code, if appointed.  I hereby 
certify that the information given in this application is correct and complete. 
 
 
 
Date:  June 16, 2016   /s/ Willard B. Hardesty 
     Signature of Applicant 
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     Willard B. Hardesty 
     Print or Type Name 
 
 

WAIVER 
 
I grant the City of Louisville, Colorado the right to examine the records of the Attorney 
Regulation Counsel (formerly maintained by the Supreme Court Grievance Committee) and the 
records of the Commission on Judicial Discipline.  I consent to the release of information by 
employers, schools, law enforcement agencies, and other authorized personnel to verify the 
information contained in this application. 
 
 
Date:  June 16, 2016   /s/ Willard B. Hardesty 
     Signature of Applicant 
 
     Willard B. Hardesty 
     Print or Type Name 
 
 
 
Applications must be submitted by June 20, 2016. 



 “Be a warrior for justice.”  From a poem/prayer/blessing  

given to me by the faculty advisor of the CU Indian Law Clinic. 

I enjoy the challenges of being a judge.  Too many persons feel like there is only 

an “INjustice system” in which the “little man” has no voice, is not heard and is not con-

sidered as worthy as a person of wealth and means.  I bring an ear to he job; I WILL lis-

ten to ALL defendants; they will be heard (even if I don’t agree with what they say).  

I bring a lot of diversity in one package to the job.  I am adopted into a Navajo 

family.  I am called family by several other Navajo families, a Hopi family, a family from 

Laguna Pueblo, and an Otoe-Missouria-Lakota man adopted me as his brother prior to his 

death.  I am called family by two Mexican families.  I have acquired a wealth of 

knowledge and inter-cultural experiences from these relationships. 

I bring a life-full of experience to the job, especially when dealing with juveniles.  

I raised two boys through their teen years and into adulthood after their mom tried to 

commit suicide, left them each a note blaming each one for her attempt and then had 

nothing to do with them for several years after her attempt. 

I bring a sense of humor to the job.  Some of the dumb things persons do to be 

charged in the municipal court are silly and humorous in retrospect.  I like to point that 

out.  I bring a heart to the job; I bring compassion, empathy and sympathy.  I have been 

poor several times during my life—and financially secure, also.  I had my wife succumb 

to pancreatic cancer in my arms.  I haven’t done it all, but I have done a lot of it, and I 

can and do bring the lessons life has taught me to the job of being a judge.  “Service to 

others is the rent you pay for your room here on Earth.”  Muhammad Ali 

Willard B. Hardesty 



 





















JOHN A. STIPECH 

Presiding Judge 

 

TIFFANY L. SORICE 

Associate Judge 

 
 

WESTMINSTER MUNICIPAL COURT 

3030 Turnpike Drive 

Westminster, Colorado 80030 

(303) 658-2250 

Fax: (303) 429-8684 
 

PATRICIA K. KMITTA 

Court Administrator 

 

BRIAN POGGENKLASS 

Chief Probation Officer 

 
City of Louisville 

Attn: Meredyth Muth 

749 Main Street 

Louisville, CO 80027 

 

To Whom It May Concern; 

I have had the pleasure of serving from the bench in Westminster since January 4, 2016.  During that 

time I have become part of an amazing team and hopefully added to their cohesiveness and helped to 

make the justice system here run more efficiently and be more productive.  Prior to becoming an 

Associate Judge for Westminster I was a chief trial deputy for the Adams and Broomfield County District 

Attorney’s Office.  As a leader in that office I supervised prosecutors and taught them how to handle a 

voluminous caseload while making sure the imprint of justice was on every case to the best of their 

ability, whether it was a driving under restraint case or a homicide.  It was that philosophy, and my 

background as a prosecutor and defense attorney, that has helped me be a successful arbiter from the 

bench.  Before January of this year, I could only surmise that I would be a successful judge.  Now serving 

in that capacity I know that my skillset serves me well in this position.  What speaks more clearly than 

my legal background and experience is my professionalism, character and integrity.  I ensure a 

defendant understands his rights and options, that a victim’s voice is heard, that everyone in the 

courtroom treats others with respect and shows appropriate decorum.   

In the five months I have been an Associate Judge we have improved our forms, cut out duplicative 

processes, implemented juvenile programs that we were not tapped into previously, converted our 

paper affidavits for warrantless arrest to electronic form (so they can be reviewed immediately) and 

strategized how to continue to enhance how we function as a whole to better serve the community.  I 

am confident you could randomly contact any person involved in the Westminster court system and all 

would attest to my qualifications.  I am also a member of the Colorado Municipal Judge’s Association.  I 

attend their trainings, am on the standards committee that functions to create expectations for all 

Colorado Municipal Judges to abide by and am connected with the other municipal judges in the metro 

area.   



JOHN A. STIPECH 

Presiding Judge 

 

TIFFANY L. SORICE 

Associate Judge 

 
 

WESTMINSTER MUNICIPAL COURT 

3030 Turnpike Drive 

Westminster, Colorado 80030 

(303) 658-2250 

Fax: (303) 429-8684 
 

PATRICIA K. KMITTA 

Court Administrator 

 

BRIAN POGGENKLASS 

Chief Probation Officer 

 
I am pleased to see the announcement states the schedule is negotiable.  I work 32 hours a week in 

Westminster and have every Friday available.  Right now Louisville has six sessions per month.  If the 

schedule was to change to Fridays then that would allow for eight available sessions when there are four 

Fridays in the month and ten when there are five Fridays in the month.  I can also provide a long term 

commitment.  I will always have Fridays available and will never have conflicts with work.  I will also be 

available for the swearing in duties and to provide direction on any other matters as they arise (not just 

on Fridays).  The part time associate judge that I replaced fulfilled his duties in Westminster Mondays 

through Thursdays and in Firestone on Fridays.  I know that arrangement worked very well for both 

cities.  I would be honored to serve as the Presiding Judge for the City of Louisville.  I very much look 

forward to discussing this opportunity with you and thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Tiffany Sorice 

Associate Municipal Judge 
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APPLICATION FOR  
LOUISVILLE, COLORADO MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGESHIP 

 
 

I. The information you provide in questions 1 – 34 is public information and will be 
released upon request if the applicant’s name is forwarded to the Louisville City 
Council as a finalist for consideration of appointment. 

  
A.  PERSONAL INFORMATION 

 
1. Full Name: Tiffany Sorice  
 
2. Are you able to work in the United States on a full-time basis? Yes 
 
3. Are you an attorney at law admitted to practice in Colorado?  Yes If so, what is your 

Attorney Registration Number? 30654 
 
4. Current Work Address:  Westminster Municipal Court 3030 Turnpike Drive Westminster, 

Colorado 80030 
 

5. Current Work Telephone Number: (303) 658-2250 
 
6. List your place of residence for the past five years: 

 
Dates City State County 
June 2012-current Westminster CO Jefferson 
April 2009-June 2012 Thornton CO Adams 
                        
                        
                        
                        

 
 

B.  EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND 
 
7. List the names and locations of schools attended, beginning with high school. 

 
Name Location Dates Attended Degree 
Revere High School Richfield, OH 1988-1992       
Mount Union College Alliance, OH 1992-1993       
University of Tulsa Tulsa, OK 1993-1996 BA 
University of Tulsa 
College of Law 

Tulsa, OK 1996-1998 JD 
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C.  PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND AND EXPERIENCE 
 
8. List all courts in which you have been admitted to practice, with dates of admission.  Give 

the same information for administrative bodies which require special admission to practice. 
 

Bar Admission Date 
Colorado Bar Associate May 20, 1999 
            
            
            

 
9. Indicate your present employment (list professional partners or associates, if any, and 

include dates). If you currently practice law, describe the nature of your present law practice, 
listing the major types of law you practice and the percentage each constitutes of your total 
practice. 
 
My current employment is as an associate judge for the City of Westminster which 
commenced January 4, 2016. 
 

10. If you have focused on any specific area of law listed in number 9, what is it? 
 
The City of Westminster Municipal Court hears violations of the Model Traffic Code and city 
ordinance violations to include domestic violence cases.      
 

11. Have you practiced in the trial courts of Colorado within the past five years?  If so, please 
state what percentage of your total practice your trial practice constituted and the types of 
matters handled.  
 
Prior to becoming an associate judge for the city of Westminster I was a prosecutor with 
Adams and Broomfield counties.  I practiced solely criminal law (juvenile and adults) and in 
the past five years tried approximately 50 cases including first chair on first degree murder 
cases. 
 

12. Summarize your experience presiding over or serving as an advocate in adversary 
proceedings before administrative boards or commissions. 
 
When I was in private practice I advocated for clients at Department of Motor Vehicle 
hearings.  My experience with commissions is tangently with Adams County through the 
non-profit board that I chair.   
 
 

13. List your prior professional or business employment since completion of your formal 
education (include dates). 
 
Colorado State Public Defender’s Office March 1999 to January 2003 
Nickelsen Law Firm, P.C. January 2003 to June 2006 
Adams County District Attorney’s Office June 2006 to January 2016 
Associate Judge for the City of Westminster January 2016 to present 
 

14. If you have not been employed continuously since completion of your formal education, 
provide the dates and for each period, describe generally what you were doing. 
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D.  PROFESSIONAL, COMMUNITY, AND PUBLIC SERVICE 

 
15. List activities in professional associations, including offices held, committees, awards, 

honors, and citations (include dates).  
 
Colorado Municipal Judge’s Association (Standard’s Committee) 2016 
Colorado Women’s Bar Association 2015 
Adams and Broomfield Bar Association 2006 
 

16. List your recent activities in civic and charitable organizations, including offices held, 
awards, honors, and citations (include dates).  
 
Chair of non-profit Access Housing 2014 
 
 

17. List all public offices to which you were appointed or elected (include dates served).  Have 
you had any military or other public service?  If so, please give details.  
      
 
 

E.  REQUIREMENT TO COMPLY WITH THE LOUISVILLE CITY CHARTER 
AND THE LOUISVILLE CITY CODE 

 
If appointed to the bench, you will be required to comply with the provisions of contained 

in the Louisville City Charter and the Louisville Municipal Code. 
 

18. Do you understand a judge is required to file reports of compensation for quasi-judicial and 
extra-judicial activities in conformance with the Code of Judicial Conduct? 
 
Yes 

 
19. Do you understand that a judge must comply with and is subject to applicable provisions of 

Louisville City Charter and the Louisville Municipal Code, including but not limited to the 
provisions of Section 9-3 of the Charter setting forth principles of conduct for City municipal 
judges? 
 
Yes 
 

20. Do you understand that City of Louisville’s ethics rules provide that independent contractors 
who perform official actions on behalf of the City which involve the use of discretionary 
authority shall not receive any gifts seeking to influence their official actions, that City 
officers and employees similarly shall not receive such gifts, and that you must abide by the 
gift restrictions and any other applicable provisions of the City’s Code of Ethics? 
 
Yes 
 

 
F.  MISCELLANEOUS 

 
21. A Louisville municipal judge is expected to use computer technology for a wide variety of 

functions including word processing, legal research, case management, e-filing and e-mail.  
Do you personally use a computer for any of the purposes listed above or for similar 
purposes?  If yes, describe the functions you perform and state how frequently you perform 
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each function.  If no, state whether you will participate in training to develop and maintain 
your personal skills in using computer technology.  
 
I use all the above functions daily with the exclusion of e-filing.  Westminster is not yet set 
up with e-filing but I did use that resource as a prosecutor.  I use Westlaw for legal research 
and Full Court for case management (I used Action, Action Viewer and Justware at the 
District Attorney’s Office).  I would consider myself quite proficient in computer technology.   
 

22. List the names of no more than three individuals whom you have contacted and who have 
agreed to serve as professional references. If selected as a finalist, we will request you 
provide at least one letter of reference from someone who has knowledge of your legal 
work.  
 
Presiding Judge John Stipech-City of Westminster 
Court Administrator Patricia Kmitta-City of Westminster 
Chief Trial Deputy Brian Mason-Adams County District Attorney’s Office (in Germany until 
June 26th) 

 
23. Please attach a statement not to exceed one page in length, double-spaced, discussing the 

reasons why you wish to be appointed to this vacancy and the qualities you would bring to 
the bench if appointed. 
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G. PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT AND ETHICS 

 
24. Have you ever been disciplined or sanctioned for a breach or possible breach of ethics or 

unprofessional conduct by the Supreme Court Grievance Committee, the Attorney 
Regulation Committee, the Presiding Disciplinary Judge, the Colorado Supreme Court, the 
Commission on Judicial Discipline (including a private letter of admonition, reprimand, or 
censure), or by any administrative agency or disciplinary committee?  If so, please give 
details.   
No 
 

25. Do you know if any proceeding is pending against you before the Attorney Regulation 
Committee, the Presiding Disciplinary Judge, the Colorado Supreme Court, or by any 
administrative agency or disciplinary committee?  If so, please give details.  
No 
 

26. Have you ever been convicted (including by plea of guilty or nolo contendere) a felony, 
misdemeanor (including driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs, driving while ability 
impaired by alcohol or drugs), or a serious moving traffic offense in any jurisdiction within or 
outside Colorado?  If so, please give details.   
No 

 
27. Have you ever been a party to or the subject of, or involved in any other legal proceedings, 

civil or criminal (excluding dissolution or bankruptcy proceedings and non-moving minor 
traffic offenses)?  If so, please give details.  
No 
 

28. Have you ever been cited for contempt of Court?   If so, please give details 
No 

 
29. Is there any circumstance or event in your personal or professional life which, if brought to 

the attention of the City of Louisville, might tend to affect adversely your qualifications to 
serve on the Louisville Municipal Court?  No If so, please explain.       
 

30. Do you currently have a valid Colorado driver’s license? If not, please give details.  Yes 
 

31. Has your driver’s license ever been revoked or suspended? If so, please give details. No 
 
 

H.  MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION 
 
32. Have you ever failed to file your state or federal income tax return? If so, please explain. 

No 
 

33. Have you been found by the Colorado Department of Revenue, IRS, or any other agency or 
court to have willfully failed to properly disclose your income during the last five years?  If so, 
please give details. 
No 
 

34. Do you owe any unpaid taxes or past-due child support? If so, please explain. 
No 
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CERTIFICATE OF APPLICANT 
 
I understand the submission of this application expresses my willingness to accept appointment 
to the position of municipal judge for the City of Louisville, Colorado, and my willingness to 
abide by the Louisville City Charter and the Louisville Municipal Code, if appointed.  I hereby 
certify that the information given in this application is correct and complete. 
 
 
Date: 6-16-16    /s/ Tiffany Sorice 
     Signature of Applicant 
 
     Tiffany Sorice 
     Print or Type Name 
 
 

WAIVER 
 
I grant the City of Louisville, Colorado the right to examine the records of the Attorney 
Regulation Counsel (formerly maintained by the Supreme Court Grievance Committee) and the 
records of the Commission on Judicial Discipline.  I consent to the release of information by 
employers, schools, law enforcement agencies, and other authorized personnel to verify the 
information contained in this application. 
 
 
Date: 6-16-16    /s/ Tiffany Sorice 
     Signature of Applicant 
 
     Tiffany Sorice 
     Print or Type Name 
 
 
 
Applications must be submitted by June 20, 2016. 



Since January 4, 2016 I have had the privilege of serving as an associate judge.  To 

serve in this capacity has been a long term goal for many reason, most of which is because I 

knew I had the skill set that would make me a successful arbiter and the community deserves 

that.  My professional background includes prosecution and defense.  Our judicial obligations 

mean nothing if we cannot be fair and impartial.  I also practiced for 17 years before being 

appointed as a municipal judge.  I continually draw from those years of experience to enable me 

to make orders that are sound, fair, honest and purposeful.   

Serving as a municipal judge is not only a privilege, it is also a big responsibility.  This 

responsibility includes making sure the system is fair, runs efficiently, is a place where voices 

can be heard and where everyone is respected.  I have been able to enhance those attributes in 

Westminster by improving processes, expanding our resources and enriching the work 

environment amongst the departments and employees.  All these advances were done 

thoughtfully and in collaboration with everyone involved.   

Many of the municipal judges throughout the metro area serve in multiple municipalities 

and even multiple counties.  There is a drive to get the municipalities to hold themselves to 

certain practices, in part to stay ahead of the ACLU.  I am a member of the standards committee 

that is actively working to create those practices and help get them implemented in the various 

municipalities.  This is in light of HB1309 and HB1511 but the collaborative efforts amongst the 

municipalities makes sense beyond those bills.     

Although I would be proud to serve in any community, there is a reason Louisville is 

continually ranked one of the best places to live and it would be an honor to serve such an 

amazing community.   



 



APPLICATION FOR  
LOUISVILLE, COLORADO MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGESHIP 

I. The information you provide in questions 1 – 34 is public information and will be 
released upon request if the applicant’s name is forwarded to the Louisville City 
Council as a finalist for consideration of appointment. 

  
A.  PERSONAL INFORMATION 

1. Full Name:  AnnMarie Megill Spain 

2. Are you able to work in the United States on a full-time basis? Yes 

3. Are you an attorney at law admitted to practice in Colorado?  Yes   If so, what is your 
Attorney Registration Number?  34813 

4. Current Work Address:  13360 West 78th Avenue, Arvada, CO 80005      

5. Current Work Telephone Number: 720-900-5299    

6. List your place of residence for the past five years: 

B.  EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND 

7. List the names and locations of schools attended, beginning with high school. 

Dates City State County

August 20, 2015 - 
Present

Arvada CO Jefferson County

April 29, 2005 -  August 
19, 2015

Arvada CO Jefferson County

                       

Name Location Dates Attended Degree

Rangeview High School Aurora, CO August 1989-May 
1993

High School Diploma

Oklahoma State University Stillwater, 
OK

August 1993-May 
1998

Bachelor of Science in 
Civil and Environmental 
Engineering

University of Denver, 
Sturm College of Law

Denver, CO August 2000-May 
2003

Juris Doctor
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C.  PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND AND EXPERIENCE 

8. List all courts in which you have been admitted to practice, with dates of admission.  Give 
the same information for administrative bodies which require special admission to practice. 

9. Indicate your present employment (list professional partners or associates, if any, and 
include dates). If you currently practice law, describe the nature of your present law practice, 
listing the major types of law you practice and the percentage each constitutes of your total 
practice. 

       
On June 3, 2016 I opened my own law firm; The Spain Law Firm, LLC.  My areas of practice 
include criminal defense, family law and civil litigation.  I do not have any partners or associates.   
To date, civil litigation has been one-hundred percent of my practice.   
      
From September 2012 until June 2, 2016 I was a senior associate at Benson, Kerrane, Storz 
and Nelson.  The firm consists of three shareholders: Heidi Storz, Jeffery Kerrane, Alex Nelson; 
two partners: Tia Zavaras and Duncan Griffiths and two associates: Michael Lowder and Chris 
Griffiths.  I practiced plaintiff construction defect litigation ninety percent of the time and 
insurance bad faith litigation ten percent of the time. 

      

10. If you have focused on any specific area of law listed in number 9, what is it? 

Just prior to opening my own firm my area of focus was plaintiff construction defect litigation and 
insurance bad faith. 

      

11. Have you practiced in the trial courts of Colorado within the past five years?  If so, please 
state what percentage of your total practice your trial practice constituted and the types of 
matters handled.  

I have practiced within the trial courts of Colorado for the past thirteen years. From July 2004 
until September of 2012, trial practice constituted one-hundred percent of my job.  In July of 
2004, I was hired as a deputy district attorney in the Denver District Attorney’s Office.  This time 
included assignments in the family violence unit as well as in the gang unit until 2012.  During 
this time I tried cases that consisted of First Degree Murder, Solicitation of Commit Murder, 
Aggravated Intimidation of a Witness or Victim, Attempted First Degree Murder, Assault, 
Domestic Violence and Drug Offenses.  In addition, I litigated evidentiary and procedural 
motions for both pre-conviction and post-conviction issues including but not limited to motions to 
suppress evidence and statements, co-conspirator statements, res gestae including 404(b) 
motions, forfeiture and ineffective assistance of counsel claims.  When not in trial or motions, I 
formulated offers, negotiated pleas, argued sentencing and ran a criminal docket.   

Bar Admission Date

State of Colorado October 20, 2003

United States District Court -  District 
of Colorado

May 13, 2013

State of Texas September 26, 2014
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In September of 2012, I joined the civil law firm of Benson, Kerrane, Storz & Nelson.  As a 
senior associate, I litigated a 6-week construction defect arbitration on behalf of a homeowners 
association.  Although a majority of my cases were compelled to arbitration I did practice in El 
Paso County, Arapahoe County, Weld County, Larimer County, and Federal Court.  Trial practice 
constituted approximately twenty percent of my time.   

      

12. Summarize your experience presiding over or serving as an advocate in adversary 
proceedings before administrative boards or commissions. 
      
None 

13. List your prior professional or business employment since completion of your formal 
education (include dates). 

• July 1998 to July of 2000 - Civil Engineer for HNTB Corporation in Boston, Massachusetts 

• December 2003 to July 2004 - Deputy District Attorney in County Court for the Weld 
County District Attorney’s Office 

• July 2004 to August 2012 - Senior Deputy District Attorney for the Denver District 
Attorney’s Office 

• September 2012 to June 2, 2016 - Senior Associate at Benson, Kerrane, Storz & Nelson 

• June 3, 2016 to Present - Owner/Member of The Spain Law Firm, LLC 

14. If you have not been employed continuously since completion of your formal education, 
provide the dates and for each period, describe generally what you were doing. 

I have been employed continuously since completion of my formal education. 

D.  PROFESSIONAL, COMMUNITY, AND PUBLIC SERVICE 

15. List activities in professional associations, including offices held, committees, awards, 
honors, and citations (include dates).  
      
• Nominated to the Executive Board for the 1st Judicial District Bar Association - vote 

pending 

• Nominated as a Super Lawyer 2015 and 2016 

• Colorado Trial Lawyers Association Member - April 2014 

• Colorado Women’s Bar Association Member - 2013 

• Named Colorado Law Enforcement Officers’ Association Citizen of the Year 2011-2012 

• Denver District Attorney’s Office Meritorious Service Award 2011 for the successful 
prosecution of the killing of a witness in People v. Brian Hicks, People v. Willie Clark 
and People v. Shun Birch 

• Meritorious Award, “The People are Ready to Proceed.” (Award given for trying 22 county 
court trials in one calendar year) - 2005 
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16. List your recent activities in civic and charitable organizations, including offices held, awards, 
honors, and citations (include dates).  
      
• Ralston House - Vice President of the Executive Board of Directors, January 2016 to 

Present 

• Ralston House - Executive Board of Directors Member, March 2013 to Present;  

• Volunteer Alternate on the Jefferson County Community Corrections Board, 2016 to 
Present 

17. List all public offices to which you were appointed or elected (include dates served).  Have 
you had any military or other public service?  If so, please give details.  
      
I have not held any public offices and have not served in the military. 

E.  REQUIREMENT TO COMPLY WITH THE LOUISVILLE CITY CHARTER 
AND THE LOUISVILLE CITY CODE 

If appointed to the bench, you will be required to comply with the provisions of contained 
in the Louisville City Charter and the Louisville Municipal Code. 

18. Do you understand a judge is required to file reports of compensation for quasi-judicial and 
extra-judicial activities in conformance with the Code of Judicial Conduct?   

Yes     

19. Do you understand that a judge must comply with and is subject to applicable provisions of 
Louisville City Charter and the Louisville Municipal Code, including but not limited to the 
provisions of Section 9-3 of the Charter setting forth principles of conduct for City municipal 
judges? 
      
Yes 

20. Do you understand that City of Louisville’s ethics rules provide that independent contractors 
who perform official actions on behalf of the City which involve the use of discretionary 
authority shall not receive any gifts seeking to influence their official actions, that City 
officers and employees similarly shall not receive such gifts, and that you must abide by the 
gift restrictions and any other applicable provisions of the City’s Code of Ethics? 
      
Yes 

F.  MISCELLANEOUS 

21. A Louisville municipal judge is expected to use computer technology for a wide variety of 
functions including word processing, legal research, case management, e-filing and e-mail.  
Do you personally use a computer for any of the purposes listed above or for similar 
purposes?  If yes, describe the functions you perform and state how frequently you perform 
each function.  If no, state whether you will participate in training to develop and maintain 
your personal skills in using computer technology.  

Yes. I personally use a computer every day for numerous purposes.  I use email on a daily 
basis for client interaction, business and personal use. I perform legal research using 
Westlaw and Casemaker when performing case analysis and in support of motions and 
briefs.  I e-filed on cases including receiving all filings online.  As an Engineering major, I 
completed computer programming classes.  My work as an engineer also included the 
development of a proprietary software program that enabled engineers and project 
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managers to communicate more effectively while working in the field.  I am proficient in both 
Apple and Windows based operating systems, in addition to owning a tablet and 
smartphone. 

22. List the names of no more than three individuals whom you have contacted and who have 
agreed to serve as professional references. If selected as a finalist, we will request you 
provide at least one letter of reference from someone who has knowledge of your legal 
work.  

• Timothy Twining, Chief Deputy District Attorney Denver District Attorney’s Office, 
720-840-7231 

• Phillip Geigle, Owner of The Geigle Law Firm, LLC, 303-246-6186 

• Tia Zavaras, Partner at Benson, Kerrane, Storz & Nelson, LLC, 720-318-7674 
      

23. Please attach a statement not to exceed one page in length, double-spaced, discussing the 
reasons why you wish to be appointed to this vacancy and the qualities you would bring to 
the bench if appointed. 

See Attached. 

G. PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT AND ETHICS 

24. Have you ever been disciplined or sanctioned for a breach or possible breach of ethics or 
unprofessional conduct by the Supreme Court Grievance Committee, the Attorney 
Regulation Committee, the Presiding Disciplinary Judge, the Colorado Supreme Court, the 
Commission on Judicial Discipline (including a private letter of admonition, reprimand, or 
censure), or by any administrative agency or disciplinary committee?  If so, please give 
details.   

No      

25. Do you know if any proceeding is pending against you before the Attorney Regulation 
Committee, the Presiding Disciplinary Judge, the Colorado Supreme Court, or by any 
administrative agency or disciplinary committee?  If so, please give details.  

No      

26. Have you ever been convicted (including by plea of guilty or nolo contendere) a felony, 
misdemeanor (including driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs, driving while ability 
impaired by alcohol or drugs), or a serious moving traffic offense in any jurisdiction within or 
outside Colorado?  If so, please give details.   

No      

27. Have you ever been a party to or the subject of, or involved in any other legal proceedings, 
civil or criminal (excluding dissolution or bankruptcy proceedings and non-moving minor 
traffic offenses)?  If so, please give details.  
      
No 

28. Have you ever been cited for contempt of Court?   If so, please give details 
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      No 

29. Is there any circumstance or event in your personal or professional life which, if brought to 
the attention of the City of Louisville, might tend to affect adversely your qualifications to 
serve on the Louisville Municipal Court?       If so, please explain.       

No 

30. Do you currently have a valid Colorado driver’s license? If not, please give details.        

Yes 

31. Has your driver’s license ever been revoked or suspended? If so, please give details.       

No 

H.  MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION 

32. Have you ever failed to file your state or federal income tax return? If so, please explain. 

No      

33. Have you been found by the Colorado Department of Revenue, IRS, or any other agency or 
court to have willfully failed to properly disclose your income during the last five years?  If so, 
please give details. 
  
No     

34. Do you owe any unpaid taxes or past-due child support? If so, please explain. 
      
No 
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23.  The reason I became a lawyer was to make a difference in the lives of others on a daily ba-

sis; I believe that now is the time for me to refocus my energies on this goal.  A Judgeship with 

the Louisville Municipal Court and practicing in my law firm would allow me to utilize my best 

skills to serve the people of Colorado. I would relish the opportunity to interact with the commu-

nity in a forum that allows citizens to be heard, while carefully considering the facts with the law 

as the Louisville Municipal Court Judge.   

One of the most important qualities that I would bring to the position is my empathy and charis-

ma working with community members. While in law school, I interned for a year in the Jefferson 

County District Attorney’s Office traffic division.  I believe that my time in the traffic division and 

later in County Court prosecuting misdemeanor violations, was some of the most impactful work 

of my career.  I was able to interact with a myriad of pro se defendants as well as victims.  At the 

municipal level, a judge is interacting with those individuals that live and work in the community 

and I would have the opportunity to make the community not only safe but also a great place to 

live.  

Another essential quality that I possess is my ability to provide a true opportunity for parties to 

be heard and create a space where they feel respected, regardless of the outcome, by the sys-

tem that too often has a reputation of being automatic and impersonal.   It has been my experi-

ence that individuals from all social economic backgrounds, races and cultures are all striving to 

be truly heard and treated fairly in the justice system.  As a deputy district attorney in the Denver 

District Attorney’s Office, I had the privilege to fight for and speak on behalf of the communities 

diverse citizens and I will bring that experience, along with my vast trial experience, to the 

bench.   

As the Louisville Municipal Court Judge, I would utilize my knowledge working in the legal fields 

of criminal and civil and my experience working with both sides in a case. My consideration for 

the individual and my motivation to improve the community will make me a truly impartial, but 

strong member of the Louisville community. 
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Ryan H. Tamm 

RyanHTamm@gmail.com | (248) 505-0717 | 2424 W. Caithness Pl. #241 | Denver, CO 80211 

June 20, 2016 

 
Please accept my application for the Presiding Municipal Judge position with the City of 

Louisville. I am interested in this position because I am committed to using my legal skills and 

judgment to preserve the rule of law and promote fairness and justice in the City of Louisville. My 

legal skills and training will make me a competent, fair, and effective judge. 

I currently work as a litigator at Childs McCune LLC, where I focus my practice on the 

defense of professional liability claims. In this role, I have learned to analyze and resolve a wide 

variety of complex legal challenges. I have also learned to manage a heavy caseload efficiently and 

effectively.  

Before joining Childs McCune, I served as an appellate law clerk to Judge Terry Fox at the 

Colorado Court of Appeals. There, I developed strong legal reasoning skills and a keen attention to 

detail. I also learned the importance of using clear, transparent reasoning in judicial opinions to 

ensure that litigants and the public at large understood the judge’s rulings and felt confident that the 

correct outcome had been achieved. While in law school, I gained a familiarity with criminal law as a 

student law clerk at the Boulder County District Attorney’s Office, where I successfully litigated five 

trials. All of these experiences will help me manage the Presiding Municipal Judge’s caseload and 

render clear, fair, and correct rulings. 

Enclosed please find my resume and application. I would welcome the opportunity to meet 

with the city council to discuss how my skills and experience will allow me to effectively serve the 

people of Louisville. Thank you for your consideration.  

Sincerely,  

 

Ryan H. Tamm 
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APPLICATION FOR  
LOUISVILLE, COLORADO MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGESHIP 

 
 

I. The information you provide in questions 1 – 34 is public information and will be 
released upon request if the applicant’s name is forwarded to the Louisville City 
Council as a finalist for consideration of appointment. 

  
A.  PERSONAL INFORMATION 

 
1. Full Name: Ryan Harrison Tamm  
 
2. Are you able to work in the United States on a full-time basis? Yes 
 
3. Are you an attorney at law admitted to practice in Colorado?  Yes If so, what is your 

Attorney Registration Number? 46350 
 
4. Current Work Address:  821 17th Street, Suite 500, Denver, CO 80202 

 
5. Current Work Telephone Number: (720)630-2961 
 
6. List your place of residence for the past five years: 

 
Dates City State County 
August 2013-Present Denver CO Denver 
August 2010-August 
2013 

Boulder CO Boulder 

 
 

B.  EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND 
 
7. List the names and locations of schools attended, beginning with high school. 

 
Name Location Dates Attended Degree 
University of Colorado 
Law School 

Boulder, CO August 2010 – May 2013 Juris Doctor 

Miami University  Oxford, OH August 2005 – August 
2009 

Bachelor of 
Arts 

Brother Rice High 
School 

Bloomfield Hills, MI August 2001 – May 2005 High School 
Diploma 

 
 

C.  PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND AND EXPERIENCE 
 
8. List all courts in which you have been admitted to practice, with dates of admission.  Give the 

same information for administrative bodies which require special admission to practice. 
 

Bar Admission Date 
Colorado November 2013 
Federal District of Colorado August 2015 

 
9. Indicate your present employment (list professional partners or associates, if any, and include 

dates). If you currently practice law, describe the nature of your present law practice, listing 
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the major types of law you practice and the percentage each constitutes of your total practice. 
 
I currently practice as an attorney at the law firm of Childs McCune LLC, where I focus 
my practice on professional liability litigation. 90% of my practice is devoted to 
litigation. The remainder of my practice includes risk-management counseling and 
regulatory counseling. 
 

10. If you have focused on any specific area of law listed in number 9, what is it? 
 
I focus my litigation practice on the defense of professional liability claims against 
doctors, accountants, lawyers, architects, and engineers. 
 

11. Have you practiced in the trial courts of Colorado within the past five years?  If so, please 
state what percentage of your total practice your trial practice constituted and the types of 
matters handled.  
 
Yes. About 85% of my practice is in Colorado trial courts. Matters handled include 
medical malpractice lawsuits, legal malpractice lawsuits, and construction defect 
lawsuits. 
 

12. Summarize your experience presiding over or serving as an advocate in adversary 
proceedings before administrative boards or commissions. 
 
I have represented clients responding to complaints and investigations before the 
Colorado Medical Board, the Office of Attorney Regulation Counsel, the Department of 
Regulatory Agencies – Division of Professions and Occupations, and the Financial 
Industry Regulatory Authority. 
 

13. List your prior professional or business employment since completion of your formal education 
(include dates). 
 
Childs McCune LLC (August 2015 – Present) 
 
Colorado Court of Appeals, Appellate Law Clerk to Judge M. Terry Fox (August 2013 – 
August 2015) 
 

14. If you have not been employed continuously since completion of your formal education, 
provide the dates and for each period, describe generally what you were doing. 
 
Not applicable. 
 

D.  PROFESSIONAL, COMMUNITY, AND PUBLIC SERVICE 
 
15. List activities in professional associations, including offices held, committees, awards, honors, 

and citations (include dates).  
 
Faculty of Federal Advocates  
 
Minoru Yasui Inn of Court 
 
Colorado Bar Association 
 
Boulder County Bar Association 
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16. List your recent activities in civic and charitable organizations, including offices held, awards, 

honors, and citations (include dates).  
 
Volunteer Mock Trial Coach for the University of Colorado Law School and Arrupe 
Jesuit High School 
 
Volunteer moot court and speech/debate judge 
 

17. List all public offices to which you were appointed or elected (include dates served).  Have 
you had any military or other public service?  If so, please give details.  
 
AmeriCorps VISTA in Denver Public Schools (2009-2010) 
 
 

E.  REQUIREMENT TO COMPLY WITH THE LOUISVILLE CITY CHARTER 
AND THE LOUISVILLE CITY CODE 

 
If appointed to the bench, you will be required to comply with the provisions of contained 

in the Louisville City Charter and the Louisville Municipal Code. 
 

18. Do you understand a judge is required to file reports of compensation for quasi-judicial and 
extra-judicial activities in conformance with the Code of Judicial Conduct? 
 
Yes. 

 
19. Do you understand that a judge must comply with and is subject to applicable provisions of 

Louisville City Charter and the Louisville Municipal Code, including but not limited to the 
provisions of Section 9-3 of the Charter setting forth principles of conduct for City municipal 
judges? 
 
Yes. 
 

20. Do you understand that City of Louisville’s ethics rules provide that independent contractors 
who perform official actions on behalf of the City which involve the use of discretionary 
authority shall not receive any gifts seeking to influence their official actions, that City officers 
and employees similarly shall not receive such gifts, and that you must abide by the gift 
restrictions and any other applicable provisions of the City’s Code of Ethics? 
 
Yes. 

 
F.  MISCELLANEOUS 

 
21. A Louisville municipal judge is expected to use computer technology for a wide variety of 

functions including word processing, legal research, case management, e-filing and e-mail.  
Do you personally use a computer for any of the purposes listed above or for similar 
purposes?  If yes, describe the functions you perform and state how frequently you perform 
each function.  If no, state whether you will participate in training to develop and maintain your 
personal skills in using computer technology.  
 
Yes. I use computer technology daily to perform legal research, manage cases and 
deadlines, email, e-file, and for word processing. 
 

22. List the names of no more than three individuals whom you have contacted and who have 
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agreed to serve as professional references. If selected as a finalist, we will request you provide 
at least one letter of reference from someone who has knowledge of your legal work.  
 
Stan Garnett 
sgarnett@bouldercounty.org 
(303)441-3798 
 
Terry Fox 
terry.fox@judicial.state.co.us 
(720)625-5246 
 
Karen Lorzenz 
klorenz@bouldercounty.org 
(303)441-4783 

 
23. Please attach a statement not to exceed one page in length, double-spaced, discussing the 

reasons why you wish to be appointed to this vacancy and the qualities you would bring to the 
bench if appointed. 

 
  

mailto:sgarnett@bouldercounty.org
mailto:terry.fox@judicial.state.co.us
mailto:klorenz@bouldercounty.org
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G. PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT AND ETHICS 

 
24. Have you ever been disciplined or sanctioned for a breach or possible breach of ethics or 

unprofessional conduct by the Supreme Court Grievance Committee, the Attorney Regulation 
Committee, the Presiding Disciplinary Judge, the Colorado Supreme Court, the Commission 
on Judicial Discipline (including a private letter of admonition, reprimand, or censure), or by 
any administrative agency or disciplinary committee?  If so, please give details.   
 
No. 
 

25. Do you know if any proceeding is pending against you before the Attorney Regulation 
Committee, the Presiding Disciplinary Judge, the Colorado Supreme Court, or by any 
administrative agency or disciplinary committee?  If so, please give details.  
 
No. 
 

26. Have you ever been convicted (including by plea of guilty or nolo contendere) a felony, 
misdemeanor (including driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs, driving while ability 
impaired by alcohol or drugs), or a serious moving traffic offense in any jurisdiction within or 
outside Colorado?  If so, please give details.   
 
No. 

 
27. Have you ever been a party to or the subject of, or involved in any other legal proceedings, 

civil or criminal (excluding dissolution or bankruptcy proceedings and non-moving minor traffic 
offenses)?  If so, please give details.  
 
No. 
 

28. Have you ever been cited for contempt of Court?   If so, please give details 
 
No. 

 
29. Is there any circumstance or event in your personal or professional life which, if brought to the 

attention of the City of Louisville, might tend to affect adversely your qualifications to serve on 
the Louisville Municipal Court?  No. If so, please explain. Not applicable. 
 

30. Do you currently have a valid Colorado driver’s license? If not, please give details.  Yes. 
 

31. Has your driver’s license ever been revoked or suspended? If so, please give details. No. 
 
 

H.  MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION 
 
32. Have you ever failed to file your state or federal income tax return? If so, please explain. 

 
No. 
 

33. Have you been found by the Colorado Department of Revenue, IRS, or any other agency or 
court to have willfully failed to properly disclose your income during the last five years?  If so, 
please give details. 
 
No. 



Page 6 of 7 

 
34. Do you owe any unpaid taxes or past-due child support? If so, please explain. 

 
No. 
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CERTIFICATE OF APPLICANT 
 
I understand the submission of this application expresses my willingness to accept appointment 
to the position of municipal judge for the City of Louisville, Colorado, and my willingness to abide 
by the Louisville City Charter and the Louisville Municipal Code, if appointed.  I hereby certify that 
the information given in this application is correct and complete. 
 
 

Date: __06/20/2016_________  
     Signature of Applicant 
 
     Ryan Tamm________ 
     Print or Type Name 
 
 

WAIVER 
 
I grant the City of Louisville, Colorado the right to examine the records of the Attorney Regulation 
Counsel (formerly maintained by the Supreme Court Grievance Committee) and the records of 
the Commission on Judicial Discipline.  I consent to the release of information by employers, 
schools, law enforcement agencies, and other authorized personnel to verify the information 
contained in this application. 
 
 

Date: __06/20/2016_________   
      
     Signature of Applicant 
 
     Ryan Tamm_______ 
     Print or Type Name 
 
 
 
Applications must be submitted by June 20, 2016. 



Ryan H. Tamm 
RyanHTamm@gmail.com | (248) 505-0717 | 2424 W. Caithness Pl. #241 | Denver, CO 80211 

 

EXPERIENCE 
 

Civil Litigation and Trial Attorney       2015–Present 
CHILDS MCCUNE LLC | Denver, Colorado 

 Represent architects, attorneys, physicians, and other professionals in litigation and licensing board matters. 

 Draft pleadings and motions, defend depositions, and counsel clients. 

 Advise professional corporations on risk management and employment best practices. 
 

Appellate Judicial Clerk to Judge M. Terry Fox           2013–2015 
Colorado Court of Appeals | Denver, Colorado 

 Analyzed legal arguments in civil and criminal appeals; researched, drafted, and edited judicial opinions. 
 

Student Law Clerk          2011–2013 
District Attorney’s Office | Boulder, Colorado 

 Supervising Law Clerk (May 2012 – May 2013) 

 Litigated four jury trials, a bench trial, and numerous pretrial hearings under the Student Practice Rule. 

 Oversaw student law clerks, providing training and support. 

 Law Clerk (May 2011 – May 2012) 

 Arraigned and made plea offers to defendants charged with misdemeanors and petty offenses. 

 Researched and drafted motions, memoranda, and appellate briefs. 
 

AmeriCorps* VISTA         2009–10 
Colorado Campus Compact in Denver Public Schools | Denver, Colorado 

 Developed school-based college readiness initiatives for high school students. 
 

EDUCATION  
 

University of Colorado Law School       2010–13 
Juris Doctor | GPA 3.41  
Honors: William O. DeSouchet Award for Outstanding Individual Performance in Trial Advocacy 

Howard Klemme Scholarship for Excellence in Litigation 
Dick Knowlton/Hank Brown Scholarship for Leadership 
Public Service Pledge Award 

Activities:  University of Colorado Law Review — Associate Editor 
National Trial Team — National Trial Competition Region 12 champion and National 
Championship qualifier; Carrigan Cup Champion; Hogan Lovells Cup Quarterfinalist 

Leadership:  Executive Chair of the Barristers’ Council (mock trial and moot court governing board)  
Colorado Law Competitions Advisory Board 

   

Miami (OH) University         2005–09 
Bachelor of Arts, cum laude, Political Science and French | GPA 3.67 
Honors: Naomi Miller Cox French Prize, 2007 and 2009  

French Book Award, 2008 
Miami University General Scholarship, 2005 
National Merit Scholarship Finalist, 2005 

Activities:  Varsity Track and Field, Varsity Cross Country (NCAA Division I)  
Miami University Triathlon Club 
Circle K International (student service organization) Executive Board Member  

   

Université de Bourgogne         2007 
Miami University Summer Program in Dijon, France 

 

PROFESSIONAL INVOLVEMENT AND SERVICE 
 

 Admitted to practice law in the State of Colorado and the federal District of Colorado 

 Memberships: Faculty of Federal Advocates, Colorado Lawyers Committee, Minoru Yasui Inn of Court 

 Volunteer Mock Trial Coach for the University of Colorado Law School and Arrupe Jesuit High School 

 Volunteer moot court and speech/debate judge 



 



 DIETZE AND DAVIS, P.C. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

 

 

Serving the West from Boulder since 1972 

Robyn W. Kube 
Karl F. Kumli, III* 
Carmen S. Danielson 
David J. Thrower 
Renée Ezer* 
Stephen A. Closky 
Tucker M. Katz 
Mark D. Detsky 
Glenn H. Lenzen* 
William A. Rogers, III 
Joshua E. Anderson 
 
Senior Counsel: 
Peter C. Dietze 
 

Siena Square Building 
2060 Broadway, Suite 400 
Boulder, Colorado  80302 
Telephone (303) 447-1375 

Fax (303) 440-9036 
www.dietzedavis.com 

 
Email: dthrower@dietzedavis.com 

 
Gabriella Stockmayer 

Nathan Klotz 
 

Of Counsel: 
Joel C. Maguire 
Star L. Waring 

Jennifer L. Lorenz 
Kara N. Godbehere 
Nicholas G. Muller 

 
Joel C. Davis 1936-2013 

 
*Also admitted in California 

 

June 3, 2016 

Ms. Meredyth Muth 
City of Louisville 
749 Main Street 
Louisville, Colorado  80027 
 
Re: Presiding Municipal Judge Position 

Dear Ms. Muth: 

Please find enclosed an application and essay for the position of Presiding Municipal Court 
Judge.  In accordance with the process defined in the application, I have not attached a resume or 
letters of reference, but am prepared to do so when requested. 

Having sat on the bench for Judge Joss and counting him among my mentors, I am honored to be 
a candidate for this position.  I look forward to hearing back from the judicial committee. 

Very truly yours,  
 
DIETZE AND DAVIS, P.C. 

 
David J. Thrower 
 
Enclosures 

http://www.dietzedavis.com/


Page 1 of 6 

APPLICATION FOR  
LOUISVILLE, COLORADO MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGESHIP 

 
 

I. The information you provide in questions 1 – 34 is public information and will be 
released upon request if the applicant’s name is forwarded to the Louisville City 
Council as a finalist for consideration of appointment. 

  
A.  PERSONAL INFORMATION 

 
1. Full Name:  David Jay Thrower  
 
2. Are you able to work in the United States on a full-time basis? Yes 
 
3. Are you an attorney at law admitted to practice in Colorado?  Yes     If so, what is your 

Attorney Registration Number? 24815 
 
4. Current Work Address:  2060 Broadway, Suite 400, Boulder, CO  80302 

 
5. Current Work Telephone Number: 303-447-1375 
 
6. List your place of residence for the past five years: 

 
Dates City State County 

July, 2002-Present Superior Colorado Boulder 
 

 
B.  EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND 

 
7. List the names and locations of schools attended, beginning with high school. 

 
Name Location Dates Attended Degree 

Arvada High School Arvada, Colorado August 1984-May 1987 H.S. Diploma 
Colorado College Colorado Springs, 

Colorado 
June 1987-May 1991 B.A. 

Creighton University 
School of Law 

Omaha, Nebraska August 1991-May 1994 J.D. 

 
 

C.  PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND AND EXPERIENCE 
 
8. List all courts in which you have been admitted to practice, with dates of admission.  Give 

the same information for administrative bodies which require special admission to practice. 
 

Bar Admission Date 

State of Colorado October 19, 1994 
U.S. District Court for District of 
Colorado 

April 23, 2001 
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9. Indicate your present employment (list professional partners or associates, if any, and 

include dates). If you currently practice law, describe the nature of your present law practice, 
listing the major types of law you practice and the percentage each constitutes of your total 
practice. 
 
Dietze and Davis, P.C.-Managing Shareholder.  I serve as the Managing Shareholder of 
Dietze and Davis, P.C., a position I have held since June, 2011.  My legal practice consists 
of Estate Planning (33%), Business and Entity Law (33%), Real Estate, including 
Landlord/Tenant and F.E.D. practice (25%) and serving as a municipal court judge (9%).  
My employment at Dietze and Davis, P.C. began February 15, 2001, as an Associate and I 
was elected as a Shareholder in January, 2003.  My colleagues include: 
 
Shareholders: 
Peter C. Dietze, Esq. 
Robyn W. Kube, Esq. 
Karl F. Kumli, III, Esq. 
Carmen S. Danielson, Esq. 
Renee Ezer, Esq. 
Stephen A. Closky, Esq. 
Tucker M. Katz, Esq. 
Mark D. Detsky, Esq. 
Glenn H. Lenzen, Esq. 
William A. Rogers, III, Esq. 
Joshua E. Anderson, Esq. 
 
Associates: 
Gabriella Stockmayer, Esq. 
Nathan Klotz, Esq. 
 
Of Counsel: 
Joel C. Maguire, Esq. 
Star L. Waring, Esq. 
Jennifer L. Lorenz, Esq. 
Kara N. Godbehere, Esq. 
Nicholas G. Muller, Esq. 
 

10. If you have focused on any specific area of law listed in number 9, what is it? 
 
Municipal Court, both as a judge and prosecutor, and Landlord/Tenant Law. 
 

11. Have you practiced in the trial courts of Colorado within the past five years?  If so, please 
state what percentage of your total practice your trial practice constituted and the types of 
matters handled.  
 
Yes.  I estimate 25% of my practice was in trial courts.  The majority of this practice was as 
the Prosecutor for the Town of Superior, where I tried approximately 300 cases.  
Addtitionally, I have been the Presiding Judge in the Town of Superior since August 2014 
and have presided over arraignments and trial dockets.  I have also covered arraignment 
sessions in my capacity as the Deputy Municipal Judge for the City of Louisville. The 
remaining portion was predominantly appearances in commercial eviction matters in county 
and district court. 
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12. Summarize your experience presiding over or serving as an advocate in adversary 

proceedings before administrative boards or commissions. 
 
I appeared as counsel before a hearing officer in 2 unemployment insurance proceedings.  
Though not strictly adversarial, I also appeared on behalf of property owners before 
planning commissions and city councils regarding development proposals.  As a former 
municipal attorney, I also represented such boards and commissions, namely the Town of 
Superior Planning Commission, between approximately 2002 and 2005.  I also appeared on 
behalf of the Town of Superior prosecuting liquor code violations before the local liquor 
authority. 
 

13. List your prior professional or business employment since completion of your formal 
education (include dates). 
 
1995-2001     Frankel & Thrower, P.C. - Attorney 
2001-2003     Dietze and Davis, P.C. - Associate Attorney 
2003-2011     Dietze and Davis, P.C. - Attorney/Shareholder 
2011-Present   Dietze and Davis, P.C. - Managing Shareholder/Attorney 
 

14. If you have not been employed continuously since completion of your formal education, 
provide the dates and for each period, describe generally what you were doing. 
 
Between passing the bar exam in 1994 and beginning my own law firm in 1995, I was a 
volunteer intake attorney for Boulder County Legal Services (BCLS).  In this capacity and on 
a weekly basis, I interviewed potential clients for BCLS at their office in Longmont, Colorado, 
and also represented some of those clients directly.  
 
 

D.  PROFESSIONAL, COMMUNITY, AND PUBLIC SERVICE 
 
15. List activities in professional associations, including offices held, committees, awards, 

honors, and citations (include dates).  
 
Colorado Municipal Judges Association – 2014 – Present – I volunteered to join new 
committees on best practices and future issues  
Fellow-Boulder County Bar Foundation – 2011 – Present 
Boulder County Bar Association – 2001 – Present 
Colorado Bar Association – 1994 – Present 
Business Law Section, Colorado Bar Association – 2001 – Present  
 

16. List your recent activities in civic and charitable organizations, including offices held, 
awards, honors, and citations (include dates).  
 
Panelist-JD Pathways, University of Colorado School of Law, January 2013 – January 2016 
Colorado Bar Association 100 Pro-Bono Hours Club 
 1997-1998 200 Hours 
 1998-1999 150 Hours 
 1999-2000 200 Hours 
 2000-2001 225 Hours 
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17. List all public offices to which you were appointed or elected (include dates served).  Have 
you had any military or other public service?  If so, please give details.  
 
Deputy Judge, City of Louisville, January 2016-Present 
Presiding Judge, Town of Superior Municipal Court, August 14, 2014-Present 
Prosecutor, Town of Superior, 2001-2014 
Acting Town Attorney, Town of Superior, 2005 
Assistant Town Attorney, Town of Superior, 2001-2005 
 

 
E.  REQUIREMENT TO COMPLY WITH THE LOUISVILLE CITY CHARTER 

AND THE LOUISVILLE CITY CODE 
 
If appointed to the bench, you will be required to comply with the provisions of contained 

in the Louisville City Charter and the Louisville Municipal Code. 
 

18. Do you understand a judge is required to file reports of compensation for quasi-judicial and 
extra-judicial activities in conformance with the Code of Judicial Conduct? 
 
Yes 

 
19. Do you understand that a judge must comply with and is subject to applicable provisions of 

Louisville City Charter and the Louisville Municipal Code, including but not limited to the 
provisions of Section 9-3 of the Charter setting forth principles of conduct for City municipal 
judges? 
 
Yes 
 

20. Do you understand that City of Louisville’s ethics rules provide that independent contractors 
who perform official actions on behalf of the City which involve the use of discretionary 
authority shall not receive any gifts seeking to influence their official actions, that City 
officers and employees similarly shall not receive such gifts, and that you must abide by the 
gift restrictions and any other applicable provisions of the City’s Code of Ethics? 
 
Yes 

F.  MISCELLANEOUS 
 
21. A Louisville municipal judge is expected to use computer technology for a wide variety of 

functions including word processing, legal research, case management, e-filing and e-mail.  
Do you personally use a computer for any of the purposes listed above or for similar 
purposes?  If yes, describe the functions you perform and state how frequently you perform 
each function.  If no, state whether you will participate in training to develop and maintain 
your personal skills in using computer technology.  
 
Yes 
 

22. List the names of no more than three individuals whom you have contacted and who have 
agreed to serve as professional references. If selected as a finalist, we will request you 
provide at least one letter of reference from someone who has knowledge of your legal 
work.  
 
Matt Magley, Town Manager, Town of Superior (303-499-3675) 
Shannon Dujardin, Municipal Court Clerk, Town of Superior (303-499-3675) 
Sgt. Jim Chamberlin, Boulder County Sheriff’s Department (Superior Sub.) (720-564-2696) 
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23. Please attach a statement not to exceed one page in length, double-spaced, discussing the 

reasons why you wish to be appointed to this vacancy and the qualities you would bring to 
the bench if appointed. 

 
G. PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT AND ETHICS 

 
24. Have you ever been disciplined or sanctioned for a breach or possible breach of ethics or 

unprofessional conduct by the Supreme Court Grievance Committee, the Attorney 
Regulation Committee, the Presiding Disciplinary Judge, the Colorado Supreme Court, the 
Commission on Judicial Discipline (including a private letter of admonition, reprimand, or 
censure), or by any administrative agency or disciplinary committee?  If so, please give 
details.   
 
No 
 

25. Do you know if any proceeding is pending against you before the Attorney Regulation 
Committee, the Presiding Disciplinary Judge, the Colorado Supreme Court, or by any 
administrative agency or disciplinary committee?  If so, please give details. 
 
No 
 

26. Have you ever been convicted (including by plea of guilty or nolo contendere) a felony, 
misdemeanor (including driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs, driving while ability 
impaired by alcohol or drugs), or a serious moving traffic offense in any jurisdiction within or 
outside Colorado?  If so, please give details. 
   
No 

 
27. Have you ever been a party to or the subject of, or involved in any other legal proceedings, 

civil or criminal (excluding dissolution or bankruptcy proceedings and non-moving minor 
traffic offenses)?  If so, please give details.  
 
Yes.  My law firm and one of our attorneys were sued by a former client, the basis of which 
was a dispute between that client and said attorney's spouse.  I, along with another named 
shareholder, was personally named and served on a theory that as a managing 
shareholder, I had responsibility for having adequate insurance coverage.  The claims 
against the named partner and me as individuals were dismissed.  The underlying case 
against my firm was settled and dismissed. 
 

28. Have you ever been cited for contempt of Court?   If so, please give details. 
 
No 

 
29. Is there any circumstance or event in your personal or professional life which, if brought to 

the attention of the City of Louisville, might tend to affect adversely your qualifications to 
serve on the Louisville Municipal Court?  If so, please explain. 
 
No. 
 

30. Do you currently have a valid Colorado driver’s license? If not, please give details. 
 
Yes 
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31. Has your driver’s license ever been revoked or suspended? If so, please give details.   
 
No 
 

H.  MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION 
 
32. Have you ever failed to file your state or federal income tax return? If so, please explain. 

 
No 
 

33. Have you been found by the Colorado Department of Revenue, IRS, or any other agency or 
court to have willfully failed to properly disclose your income during the last five years?  If so, 
please give details. 
 
No 
 

34. Do you owe any unpaid taxes or past-due child support? If so, please explain. 
 
No 
 

CERTIFICATE OF APPLICANT 
 
I understand the submission of this application expresses my willingness to accept appointment 
to the position of municipal judge for the City of Louisville, Colorado, and my willingness to 
abide by the Louisville City Charter and the Louisville Municipal Code, if appointed.  I hereby 
certify that the information given in this application is correct and complete. 

      
Date:   June 3, 2016   _______________________________________________ 
     Signature of Applicant 
 
     David J. Thrower       
     Print or Type Name 
 
 

WAIVER 
 
I grant the City of Louisville, Colorado the right to examine the records of the Attorney 
Regulation Counsel (formerly maintained by the Supreme Court Grievance Committee) and the 
records of the Commission on Judicial Discipline.  I consent to the release of information by 
employers, schools, law enforcement agencies, and other authorized personnel to verify the 
information contained in this application. 

      
Date:    June 3, 2016   _______________________________________________ 
     Signature of Applicant 
 
     David J. Thrower       
     Print or Type Name 
 
 
Applications must be submitted by June 20, 2016. 



David J. Thrower 

Personal Statement 

 
 After almost 20 years in private practice, my first day on the bench as a judge was a combination 

of pride, anxiety and eventually an even pace.  Despite my previous 14 years as a prosecutor, my previous 

6 years of experience as a criminal defense attorney, and having spent a significant amount of time in 

county courts for F.E.D., civil and restraining order matters, I was amazed with the concept of discretion, 

and endeavored to use it wisely.  Of utmost importance as a judge, discretion pushed me to further 

educate myself, get involved with the municipal judges association, and really enjoy law.  I owe these 

things to the public I serve. 

 With the exception of Boulder County and District Courts, most of my court appearances have 

been in the municipal court.  I spent many years as a prosecutor and judge in a municipal court and 

learned its culture and procedures.  Given that most people have their only contact with our justice system 

at the municipal level, I strive to make certain that defendants are heard and that the system treats them 

fairly, while at the same time ensuring that there are appropriate consequences for violations of the law.  

Because we serve as an exemplar of the larger justice system, I believe that working within a municipal 

court is an important service to the community, and thus have continued in this area while other aspects of 

my practice have grown and changed.  I am passionate about working in a municipal court setting, and 

serving the community that has been my home for almost 20 years.  I am not too proud to seek guidance 

from others, such as my court clerk or other municipal judges, but my experience as a manager for a busy 

law firm makes me a successful and innovative self-starter.  An example of this is my implementation of 

a juvenile docket in my jurisdiction which allows me more time and freedom with defendants.  With this 

addition, I can talk to juveniles about consequences and impose sentences better suited to them.  I think 

this is my proudest accomplishment in my tenure as a judge. 

 I enjoy private practice but always fondly remembered a more direct public service.  I enjoy 

serving as a judicial officer in my community and desire to continue to learn the art and science of being a 

judge.   I have strong roots in both communities where I serve as a judge.  I am honored to serve as the 

Deputy Judge in the City of Louisville and appreciate the opportunity to be considered for the position of 

Presiding Judge. 
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